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DGP gets President’s Medal for
Distinguished Service

Steidt 1 fafry dar & forg wyufa uqs

e The 1997 batch IPS officer Sagar Preet Hooda,
Director General of Police, Chandigarh, has been
conferred the President’s Medal for Distinguished
= Service, one of the highest recognitions for exemplary
for Distinguished Service and meritorious service in policing.

The 1997 batch IPS officer Sagar Preet Hooda, 1997 ail a; 3"%@'@ Grf\m R ;ﬁa g8l ma;

Director General of Police, Chandigarh, has been EI%I’H %Tﬁ%&'ﬁ;, A gﬁ*ﬂ%ﬂ " 3Py Gﬁ?’ WT‘ﬂ'q Jdar
conferred the President’s Medal for Distinguished ?Tg'qu ucH m @a-l- Wﬁﬁ ﬁ,—q-r

Service, one of the highest recognitions for a; m . ) ﬁ Rl %’ Gﬁ
exemplary and meritorious service in policing. W m ﬁ % U % |

The award was announced on the eve of e The award was announced on the eve of
Independence Day, 2025, and formally presented |, yaendence Day, 2025, and formally presented by the

by the Union Minister of Home and Co-operation . S . .
Amit Shah on Monday at an investiture ceremony ~ UN10N Minister of Home and Co-operation Amit Shah

held in New Delhi on the occasion of Delhi Police =~ 0n Monday at an investiture ceremony held in New Delhi
Raising Day. Mr. Hooda has rendered over 28 on the occasion of Delhi Police Raising Day.

years of nblemished and distinguished service. 7 YREGH R WeretaTel e, 2025 1 G ea U SR e
T YT 3R HEIY TE Yd WepTNdl HAT Sf¥d WIE R
IR &1 7% feeett T faeelt giery RiTuen fiagsd & S/awR W SifSTd ScdmRur 9aRig §
AT U J UgH foar |

e Hooda has rendered over 28 years of unblemished and distinguished service in the
Indian Police Service.

st g1 WReTT gir A 28 TR ot %) Frewsie ok Ry daT veH @ 2

D efence personnel in uniform attend
private event, spark row

1 & vem wifay ) ol srdea &
Hieget, faare @t

o Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on Sunday
» . felicitated awardees at the Bhavya Bharat Bhushan
-------- Awards during Sivaratri celebrations in Coimbatore.

Defence personnel in uniform oo 21 <1 # T ”"”ﬁ }WRE' s _%’_:::jgflwz'a g
attend private event, spark row  fasmrsit @ wmfa fan

o ] ] e The awards were instituted by Jaggi
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on Sunday VasudeV’s Isha Foundation.

felicitated awardees at the Bhavya Bharat S BreeTE R
Bhushan Awards during Sivara‘t’r};acelebrations in g PR HT{I,%H &l g'SIIT GRI
Coimbatore. The awards were instituted by Jaggi ﬁ’_q g |

Vasudev’s Isha Foundation. But the presence of e Butthe presence of defence personnel in
defence personnel in uniform at a private event uniform at a private event sparked controversy with
sparked controversy with several retired officers several retired officers objecting to it.

objecting to it. Major-General B.S. Dhanoa (retd) AP Freft erdea o Tcﬁﬁ T&T Hhfai ot Iﬁﬁﬂ"‘ﬁ 3
said military officers can attend private functions :
“except that they should not be doing so in foarg T fear, o w E) W Siferepreat

uniform”. Lt. Gen. D.S. Hooda (retd) said, SIS CIE]

“Political leaders must ensure that uniformed e Major-General B.S. Dhanoa (retd) said

personnel are not invited to functions in which military officers can attend private functions “except that

gggﬁg; i;g })rfdlr:lnsidrm ’:3; g:g:g}g% — they should not be doing so in uniform”.

et ARSIl Y. 0. e @arfrge) 3 $el b 3
31T foht SrishH! o =M &) Wb &, b 3
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adf & U1 98 S =g

Lt. Gen. D.S. Hooda (retd) said, “Political leaders must ensure that uniformed personnel

are not invited to functions in which questions can be raised.”
dfteie oFRd S1.TH. 3T (Aa1=1gw) A H81, ISI-Ifd® Aarsfl &1 I8 A w1 et &
TR Sl &1 T [ 3HfAd A fbar Se oM R Hard 36 davd Bl l”

The ceremony honoured the Indian Armed Forces for Operation Sindoor.

Y GARIE H ST RigR & T WRdTg §=Ra §at o1 gerid fasan

GS Paper 1: Society
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BT & T
2. | A separate classification for denotified tribes
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gCS |: Society |
Cities of debt
ULBs need more administrative
capacity before they can tap the market

T he government’s updated ‘Urban Chal-

lenge Fund’ has rendered the attention of

urban local bodies (ULB) an even more
precious resource as they struggle to complete
unfinished work under other schemes, including
AMRUT, Swachh Bharat Mission Urban 2.0,
‘Smart Cities’, and Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana,
which also suffer from chronic underutilisation.
The government has pitched the fund as a move
towards “market-linked, reform-driven and out-
come-oriented” urban infrastructure, with the
Centre covering 25% of project cost if cities raise
at least 50% through bonds, loans, and PPPs.
This is an attempt to incorporate fiscal discipline
in a system that has never properly devolved fis-
cal powers to ULBs. Many Indian cities cannot
credibly borrow without first fixing the political
economy of local taxes and transfers, which are
shaped by State-level issues and under-invest-
ment in municipal capacity. Requiring cities to
“earn” their growth risks sidelining weaker ones
and shifting the focus from services such as for-
malising settlements to developing monetisable
assets. The ¥5,000 crore guarantee may ease bor-
rowing for smaller cities, but proper accounting
and administrative capacity are essential. When a
Parliamentary Standing Committee asked about
the Fund’s eligibility criteria and application pro-
cess, the Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry said
that it was still “under examination”, a possible
recipe for politically coloured spending.

Across sectors, the Centre has, since 2014, in-
creasingly reduced the share of public support
while asking public systems to fill the gap using
private finance. The CSIR was among the first ca-
sualties and urban development could be the lat-
est. In higher education, the move towards in-
frastructure loans turned public universities into
debt-laden entities that were expected to recover
costs by increasing fees, affecting poor students.
Studies of the National Health Mission’s financial
management have documented long delays to
move funds through treasuries to implementing
agencies, so in practice, hospitals have been
asked to maintain services first and receive mo-
ney later. Audits under the Ujwal DISCOM Assu-
rance Yojana have exposed significant non-adhe-
rence and implementation gaps in the power
sector. Private capital is not illegitimate and pu-
blic systems should sometimes raise revenues;
the issue is that the Centre increasingly condi-
tions public support on market access instead of
ensuring minimum service guarantees first.
Thus, while the Fund’s instruments are legiti-
. mate, it will increase the risk of becoming insub-
ordinate to “bankability” if land records are a
mishmash, ULBs routinely violate ‘master plans’,
and renters and low-income households do not
receive additional protections.

Cities of debt
BT & AT

e ULBs need more administrative capacity
before they can tap the market.

TSt W Tl &) IR |/ S Jem 3§ ugd
3{fYh URITATP &HdT B MaTHd gl

Urban Challenge Fund and Urban Governance

3T A B N TN I

e The government’s updated ‘Urban Challenge
Fund’ has made the attention of urban local bodies
(ULBs) an even more precious resource as they
struggle to complete unfinished work under AMRUT,
Swachh Bharat Mission Urban 2.0, Smart Cities,
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana.

WHR & I 3 Fdo B’ 7 e W Aol
(ULBs) &1 e 3R 31 HegaM s fear § ife 3
AMRUT, %3 URd FRr ord+ 2.0, wird Ridie,
T ST AN & 316k HT R et § oy

w®E

e These schemes also suffer from chronic
underutilisation.
3 IIoHIE Hft TTAR 1 ST &1 01 9 IR 5 |

e The fund is pitched as “market-linked, reform-
driven, outcome-oriented” urban infrastructure, with
the Centre covering 25% of project cost if cities raise
50% through bonds, loans, PPPs.
T g Bl “aTSIR-SHTHTRA, gYR-ifva, shom-sqe”
W&W%wﬁwmw% foreT &% 25%
AT < Tl AR dIvs, BT, PPP & ATEHH F 50%
e

e Since 2014, the Centre has reduced public
support share while pushing systems to use private
finance.

2014 ¥ &g 3 gravi-1e U P 3= gemr iR
yunferdl & fAtt fa Sroam &1 el

e CSIR was an early casualty; urban
development may be the next.
CSIR Ugd yHIfad gafr; 3fa qrg<t faere off gurfad gt
Tl |

¢ In higher education, infrastructure loans turned
public universities into debt-laden entities, raising
fees affecting poor students.

I e o Sradem1 o1 = grdeit+e fayfaemea) &t
FURI 1 fea1 3R B g4 A T 36 )R 941
Tl

e Studies of National Health Mission show

delays in fund flow, forcing hospitals to maintain services first, receive money later.

P WA FR & 31200 91 & S o varg # &) A SRyaTell ! ugd 9aT¢ aari st

g ag# yA fear 81

e Audits under Ujwal DISCOM Assurance Yojana revealed non-adherence and
implementation gaps in the power sector.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page4



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

I=ad FETPI TYRIA QT & 3fifee A faorelt & & rguread &t &t iR foraraa= siaR
e 3T

Private capital is legitimate, but the Centre increasingly links public support to market
access instead of ensuring minimum service guarantees.

foh Ooft 3 B, R F5 37 Ardwif~re FHYT B IeIR U89 A SIS 8T & Soid gad qar
RS YAfa o1 &1

The Fund risks becoming subordinate to “bankability” if land records are unclear, master
plans violated, and low-income households lack protections.

e Yfty 3ifeE Sy g, AReR W &1 IeayH g1 3R e ol &1 JRem A e, Y og
%8 “depfaferdl” & 31 g gwhar g |
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lomadic Tribes classified as ‘criminal groups in the colonial era? What did the Idate Commission recommend? What

was the problem with the SEED scheme rolled out by the Social Justice Ministry? Why do community leaders demand a separate classification for DNTs?

EXPLAINER

Abhinay Lakshman

The story so far:
n January 30, the Union
government assured
community leaders from
Denotified, Nomadic, and
Semi-Nomadic Tribes (DNTS) that the
Office of the Registrar General and Census
Commissioner of India had agreed to
enumerate these communities in the
upcoming second phase of the Census
due in 2027. However, with no clarity on
how this enumeration will be conducted,
leaders of these communities are
organising to push for their demand for a
“separate column” for DNTs in the Census
form. This demand has found support
from academics and scholars, who have
noted that the demand for a Census count
of DNTS has been reiterated time and
again by successive Commissions that
have been set up to examine their
condition in society.

Who are the DNTs?

‘The communities referred to as
denotified, nomadic, and semi-nomadic
tribes were, at one point, classified as
“criminal” by colonial administrators,
who had concluded that there were
certain communities “addicted” to
committing crimes. This was codified in
the Criminal Tribes Act (CTA), first
introduced in 1871, the same year that
synchronous Censuses began in India.

The CTA, 1871, was introduced for the
“registration, surveillance and control of
certain criminal tribes and eunuchs”,
describing “criminal tribes” as a “tribe,
gang, or class of persons” that are
“addicted” to committing non-bailable
offences. While introducing the
legislation, then Member of Law and
Order, TV. Stephens had said that, “the
special feature of India is the caste
system... Keeping this in mind, the
meaning of professional criminal is clear.
It means a tribe whose ancestors were
criminals from times immemorial, who
are themselves destined by the usages of
caste to commit crime and whose
descendants will be offenders against
law..”

It was only in 1952, that the
Government of India officially repealed
the CTA, which had by that time been
amended a couple of times. The repeal of
the Act had led to the denotification of
communities classified as “criminal”
under the CTA, leading to these groups
becoming known as the DNTs.

However, in the same year, India saw
the introduction of various habitual
offender laws throughout the States,
which, while doing away with the
hereditary definition of people being
compelled to commit crimes, classified
certain people as “habitual offenders”,
leading to the continued targeting of these
communities — this time not as “criminal”
but as “habitual offenders”.

What is the history of their
enumeration?

While both the CTA and synchronous
Censuses in India began in 1871, it was
from 1911 onwards that Census reports
started discussing “criminal tribes”
specifically. Provincial Census reports
from 1911 and 1931 provide an insight into
the enumeration of these communities,
where they were specifically classified as
such. The 1931 Census was, however, the
last time these communities were
accounted for in the Census exercise.
Since the repeal of the CTA and the
denotification of the communities,

specific enumeration of these
communities was done away with in
subsequent Censuses, given the
Republic’s conclusions at the time that it

ified tribes

not been classified at all. A NITI
Aayog-commissioned study conducted by
the Anthropological Survey of India on
these 268 communities had

Was not necessary to castes
(apart from Scheduled Castes (SC) and
Scheduled Tribes (ST)) in Censuses.

But the state’s effort to account for
these communities had begun even
before their official denotification, with
the establishment of the Ayyangar
Commission in 1949. Since 1952, by which
time the concept of backward classes
apart from SCs and STs had been
introduced, several of the denotified
communities were accommodated in
these lists as “Vimukt Jatis”. Eventually,
the decades after India’s Independence
saw a majority of the denotified
communities being assimilated into the
SC, ST, or the Other Backward Classes
(OBO) lists.

In 1998, author Mahasweta Devi and
scholar G.N. Devy constituted the
De

their ions. But
this report has gone into cold storage.

What is their status now?

While in many States, DNTs have been
incorporated into backward classes lists,
and in SC and ST lists, where certain
benefits of policies like reservations may
have trickled down to them owing to
selective application of sub-classification,
State governments have formulated
policies specifically targeting them as
well. However, community leaders have
argued that despite this, the stigma they
had been subjected to continued even
after their denotification, through the
operation of laws like the Habitual
Offenders Act. They argue that this led to
their continued discrimination, and that
they remained largely socially,

d, Nomadic, and Semi-N¢ i
Tribes-Rights Action Group (DNT-RAG),
the work of which had led to a technical
advisory group on DNTSs, and the eventual
formation of the first National
Commission for DNTs, headed by B.S.
Renke. The Commission submitted its
report on recommendations to uplift
DNTs in 2008. Following this, another
national Commission was set up under
the leadership of Bhiku Ramji Idate,
which submitted its report in 2017. All
Commission reports on the subject of
DNTs began with the question of
identifying and classifying them, before
noting that a full, accurate classification
and identification exercise was not
possible until a Census count was
conducted for these communities.

The latest assessment of the
ities in the Idate C ission’s

ically, educationally, and
politically backward, except for a few
denotified communities that were settled
and had used available resources to uplift
themselves to a certain extent.

Even though the Idate Commission
report had recommended a permanent
National Commission for the DNTs, the
first Narendra Modi-led government had
decided that, since most of these
communities had already been included
in SC, ST, and OBC lists, a Welfare Board
would be sufficient to address their
concerns.

The Social Justice Ministry, eventually,
also rolled out the SEED scheme for
livelihood, education, housing, and
health interventions for DNTs. But the
government has been able to spend only a
fraction of its intended ¥200 crore

report had identified close to 1,200
communities that were DNTs, noting that
all of these communities had been
assimilated into the existing classifications
of SCs, STs, and OBCs. Apart from this,
the Commission had identified about 268
other denotified communities that had

ding over the last five years. A
principal problem with implementing this
scheme was that it required an
identification of a beneficiary as a DNT,
which required them to have a DNT
certification that need not be exclusive of
the SC, ST, or OBC identities (if they were
already included in these lists). The

ity certificate in Dindigul, Tamil Nadu, in 2025. G. KARTHIKEYAN

loudest complaint of the community
across States has been that they are not
being issued DNT certificates despite
continuous reminders and letters from
the Central government, with government
data showing that only select districts in
about half a dozen States issue these
certificates.

This has only fed the movement of
DNTs across many parts of India seeking a
separate Constitutional classification for
themselves on par with the SC, ST, and
OBC categorisations, arguing that this
would then lead to uniform issuance of
DNT certificates. Further, this movement
has also called for sub-classification
within the specific DNT list to recognise
uneven backwardness of communities
within this grouping.

Moreover, community leaders and
associations like the All India Denotified
Nomadic Tribes Development Council
have been framing their struggle for a
separate classification as the need to have
their specific discrimination and
stigmatisation recognised by the State. In
doing so, they have argued that the only
reason colonial administrators labelled
them “criminal” was because of their
insistence on resisting foreign aggressors.
Many community leaders have also noted
that they had been the first line of defence
even before colonialism, and had
histories of resisting Islamic rulers as well.

‘What now?

Apart from assurances to community
leaders that they will be counted, there
has been no indication as to how this
enumeration will take place.

DNT associations have made their
demand clear that they want a specific
column or question in the Census forms
to classify people as DNTs. This demand
has found support from scholars like Mr.
Devy, who have consistently argued for a
separate Census for the DNTs.

However, so far, the Union
Government’s public statements have
indicated that it is not considering any
proposal for a separate classification for
the DNTs.

THE GIST

v

The communities referred to as
denotified, nomadic, and
semi-nomadic tribes were, at
one point, classified as
“criminal” by colonial
administrators, who had
concluded that there were
certain communities
“addicted” to committing
crimes.

v

In 1998, author Mahasweta
Devi and scholar G.N. Devy
constituted the Denotified,
Nomadic, and Semi-Nomadic
Tribes-Rights Action Group
(DNT-RAG), the work of which
had led to a technical advisory
group on DNTs, and the
eventual formation of the first
National Commission for DNTs.

v

The Social Justice Ministry,
eventually, also rolled out the
SEED scheme for livelihood,
education, housing, and health
interventions for DNTs. But the
government has been able to
spend only a fraction of its
intended 2200 crore spending
over the last five years.

A separate classification for denotified tribes

e seenfaal & fore uep sreT aRffevur

Enumeration of Denotified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Tribes (DNTs)

fagea, guq 8Nv ard-guiq s-enfadl (DNTs) 1 70T

e On January 30, the Union government assured community leaders from Denotified,
Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Tribes (DNTSs) that the Office of the Registrar General and
Census Commissioner of India had agreed to enumerate these communities in the second
phase of the Census due in 2027.

30 STaY & Bx WRPR A fagad, gre 3R Sref-gueq Srenfaal (DNTs) & Adrsf & snyr
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faan 5 HRT & HETISII® Ud S=RTUMAT ST STaiad 3 37 Tl &1 10T 2027 § g1
el STFRTUMT & o 9R0T & I IR g & 2

e However, with no clarity on how this enumeration will be conducted, leaders are
organising to push for a “separate column” for DNTs in the Census form.

QT 70T H/ RN SH IR TWPAT 7 819 & HRUT, T SIFFT0ET W9 § DNTs & forg «3remr
BIGH” B T BI AT S P oL Iidd 8138 B

e This demand has support from academics and scholars, who note that the Census count
of DNTs has been repeatedly recommended by successive Commissions.

39 A %! FRrenfagy i fagr &1 g0d= firen 8, 5= @81 f% DNTs &) S=orT %6t
Ry &8 A gRT IR-aR & 7S 81

Who are the DNTs?
DNTs DI &2

e The communities called Denotified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Tribes were once
classified as “criminal” by colonial administrators.
E’ﬂﬂ\'—r, g 3R sref-guq sionfoar Huft siuf e w=mae! gRT “srRiel Nifta ot 18

I

e This classification was codified in the Criminal Tribes Act (CTA), 1871, introduced the same
year as the first synchronous Census in India.
g Tl fopfiTel eTsed Uae (CTA), 1871 & il fovan mar, for) It o @ fopan mman @
YRd H Ugdl qUBII® ST g5 |

e The CTA, 1871 aimed at registration, surveillance and control of certain criminal tribes
and eunuchs.
CTA, 1871 B 3230 $ AWRI Sead 3R fers) &1 usiiewur, fFRE 3R fRrizor un|

e |t described “criminal tribes” as groups “addicted” to committing non-bailable offences.
O “SORTe S HY T THE TR T ST AR-STHT SURTE 1 & 3T B

¢ While introducing the law, T.V. Stephens linked criminality to the caste system, claiming
such tribes were destined by caste to commit crimes.

HIT TRdd B T <t Y, B 7 SRy ) ATl a1 | SiSd §U el fob Tt
ST ST & PRI SURTY B3 & fore Faa |

e |n 1952, the Government of India repealed the CTA, leading to the denotification of these
communities.

1952 H YRA IRPR A CTA Y T fpar, foR 371 9gerl &1 fagfaas<or gam
e After this repeal, these communities came to be known as Denotified Tribes (DNTSs).
U A & o1 3 9N fayed S=ifadl (DNTs) dgemu|

e However, the same year saw the introduction of Habitual Offender laws across States,
replacing hereditary criminality with the label “habitual offenders”.

Afer It N It & Y Sre Siithex ST aR] g€, 61 dRIId SIORTY ST SR
g “3Tga- uRTeR” &1 e faa|

e This resulted in the continued targeting of these communities, no longer as “criminal” but
as “habitual offenders”.

U h|

History of their enumeration

I TUHET P fag™

e While both the CTA and synchronous Censuses in India began in 1871, it was from 1911
onwards that Census reports started discussing “criminal tribes” specifically.
BTadh CTA 3R YRd & THGIE S0 1871 H YR g8, i 1911 | 70T Rare! &
ORIy =0 ¥ “3ruRTeht SHwfaa’” W 99 OF g5

e Provincial Census reports from 1911 and 1931 provide insight into enumeration, where these
communities were specifically classified as such.
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1911 3R 1931 T Ui THTUMAT RUIE 37 TG Bt TUMT TR YehT STl §, S8l 34 [
U A ¥ =u H FEfiepa foan mam o

The 1931 Census was the last time these communities were accounted for in the Census
exercise.

1931 B ST 3MRIY SR Y Sfel 37 FHGN 1 S0 H e )

However, the State’s effort to account for these communities began earlier with the Ayyangar
Commission in 1949.

BTqID 3 THGRI &1 U HT YA U8 81 1949 P SITETR ST I Y= g1 1 T

By 1952, with the introduction of backward classes apart from SC and ST, several
denotified communities were included as “Vimukt Jatis”.

1952 9% SC 3R ST & faral fUBS T H! AR 3 R F3 fagad Tt & “faged
ifa” & Tu # wfdrd fear man

In the decades after Independence, most denotified communities were assimilated into SC,
ST or OBC lists.

TAFAAT & qIG & GBI H ABI A Tgarl &I SC, ST 9T OBC Jferdl § Wfda & fern
T

In 1998, Mahasweta Devi and G.N. Devy formed the DNT-RAG, leading to a technical
advisory group and the first National Commission for DNTs headed by B.S. Renke.

1998 H HETYT 341 3R Sf. €. 3 7 DNT-RAG 911, 59 URUMHGR=U dob-ieh! TAEHR
e SR . TH. ¥ &Y sremeran § g PR START &1

The Renke Commission submitted its report in 2008 with recommendations for upliftment
of DNTs.

¥ TART A 2008 F 3u+it f¥uid TRgd &1, IH DNTs & I &1 R off|

Later, another national Commission under Bhiku Ramji Idate submitted its report in 2017.
a1e H iRg ISl §8Td F 7@ § TP SR AP SMART 7 2017 H Ru1é w=gd o1

All Commission reports began with the need to identify and classify DNTs, noting that
accurate classification was impossible without a Census count.

ot 3Tl Bt RRatef 3 DNTs 3t ugar iR aiffeur o Siiawadsdr ¥ YBad & 3R &gl i
ST & foeT gt aeffeor Jua =18l

The Idate Commission identified about 1,200 DNT communities, noting most were already
in SC, ST, or OBC categories.

FTa 3ITANT 3 TRIHT 1,200 DNT YT &t UgdH &1, o § Sifiwiwr ugad ¥ sc, ST AT
oBcC Afora & wfiye A

It also identified about 268 denotified communities that had not been classified at all.

O T 268 fagad ayeral of off uga &t o fet oft groft & =mfdre =gt A

A NITI Aayog-commissioned Anthropological Survey of India study recommended
classification of these 268 communities, but the report has gone into cold storage.

S ST GIRT FHRIT T YRR ATHARIRART HA&IT - 37 268 TGN & quHRT D
w1 @, afe ag Ruid $8 e § el 18

What is their status now?

I aduE RAfaT w22

Even though the Idate Commission recommended a permanent National Commission for
DNTs, the first Narendra Modi government decided that since most communities were
already in SC, ST, and OBC lists, a Welfare Board would be sufficient.

BTl $GTd STANT I DNTs & {70 T Ity ST 1 R 1, Aifdh ugel =¥ At
WK A Ffg fern i e it Iger uga ¥ sc, ST 3R oBC gl # 8, 3ufe e
HTUT IS T R

The Social Justice Ministry also launched the SEED scheme for livelihood, education,
housing, and health interventions for DNTs.

AT =1 HATE = DNTs & i SEED QAT = 1, fores sftfaer, fRrem, smary oiv
WA ¥ IS TayH B
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However, the government has spent only a fraction of the intended ¥200 crore over the last
five years.

BT, TRER U ura aut & RuTRd 2200 HAS F1 Had U Biel 1 &1 9 R Jb1 7
A key problem in implementation was the need to identify a beneficiary as a DNT, requiring
a DNT certificate, which could exist alongside SC, ST, or OBC identity.
HTAaH B UGG I AUl BT DNT & ¥ § ggar1 2, o e DNT wremoTes
3{TaRT T, St SC, ST AT OBC Ugd & I ot g1 Iava 5|

The strongest complaint across States is that DNT certificates are not being issued,
despite repeated reminders from the Central government.

Il H gay 931 Rieerad U8 § {5 DNT UHTOTS SIdt ) fhu i 98, Sefh g WRPR gRI
SR-SR @ fRu M

Government data show that only select districts in about half a dozen States issue these
certificates.

WBRY 3HSI & AR Had T T Foi- Ted] b gi-iar fora J & F JHI0T SIRY fdhg
ST Bl

This has only fed the movement of DNTs across many parts of India seeking a separate
Constitutional classification on par with SC, ST, and OBC, arguing that this would lead to
uniform issuance of DNT certificates.

TIY DNTs P 3EIad YR & P foxdl # 9¢1 §, 98T d SC, ST 3R OBC P FH 3EHT
HauTfe aeffevor &t i e 338 §, T8 9% <d gU o S DNT THTUTGS T JHH =0 9
SR} BT SHT g

Further, the movement has also called for sub-classification within the DNT list to
recognise uneven backwardness among communities.

TGP ST, G 5 DNT et & WiaR Iu-auffewur &t 7 oft ) § arfes Tgerat & o
A B SUA &1 UgaHI ol Hob |

Moreover, community leaders and associations like the All India Denotified Nomadic Tribes
Development Council have framed their struggle as a demand to recognise their specific
discrimination and stigmatisation by the State.

1Y g, TG & AT 3R WS S All India Denotified Nomadic Tribes Development
Council 7 30 T & 70 gRT fT 7T ARy WguTa 3R He® & Uga™ &1 A & U H

T fpa g |

They argue colonial administrators labelled them “criminal” because of their resistance to
foreign aggressors.

P I ¢ fb Safafie et 3 I3 Rt 3ufen wer wife 3= fageft
STHHUTHTIAY 1 favie fawam 7|

Many leaders also note they were the first line of defence even before colonialism and had
resisted Islamic rulers as well.

B3 13Tl BT g1 & [ 3 IuFaware ¥ vgd +ft ugelt & Ui & 3ik I2 St Tt
o1 it TRy foar T

What now?
39 3T 12

Apart from assurances that they will be counted, there is no clarity on how the enumeration
will take place.

UM T ST & MY & 3{ATaT, T0MHET S gRA 39 W HIg Wyar =gl g

DNT associations have demanded a separate column/question in Census forms to
classify people as DNTSs.

DNT &1 3 AT $1 § o5 SIRT0MT Wi & SrenT Sread/dy g1 o @ &1 DNT & &0 8
e faa o T |

This demand has found support from scholars like Mr. Devy, who argue for a separate
Census for DNTSs.

?mﬁﬁ oft 3f3 S fagFY &1 gmef= firen 3, S DNTs & 1T ST SI= 10T &) gobTaid HRd
|
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¢ However, Union Government statements indicate it is not considering any proposal for a
separate classification for DNTSs.

BTliTh, $g PR P U] ¥ Yobd HadT & fb 98 DNTs P forg eremT aeffeor & foeft uama
R AR T R 2|
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1. | ‘Full Manipur Cabinet, Ministers’ portfolio will be decided soon’

ot aforgR diwse, @il & v e T feg s

‘Full Manipur Cabinet, Ministers’ portfolio will be decided soon’

Deputy Chief Minister says the rehabilitation of people displaced by the long violence in the State is a priority for the new government: on his colleague Nemcha Kipgen. a Kuki-Zo leader, not being able
to travel to Imphal, he says, ‘She is supporting us to reach out to the people’; the State government plans to hold a Cabinet meeting in Senapati, a Naga area, and go there via Kangpokpi. a Kuki-Zo area

since the swearing-in Council last week at Kukis were involved. But  Kuki-Zo, has not been from all communities
ceremony of the Chief Churachandpur. What we cannot keep silent and able to travel to Imphal on National
2s pap Minister and the two was the outcome? we intervened and in- yet. So how is the Highway-2? It hasn’t
Losii Dikho Deputy CMs, including volved the United Naga  government started yet.
you, took place. Whyis It was a fruitful trip. The Council and the head of  functioning and how
Vijaita Singh the full Cabinet not in nine tribes under the no- the Tangkhul tribe; we are the three of you I have spoken to the De-
NEW DELHI place and why have menclature Zomi had or- joined hands. communicating? puty CM and our second
portfolios not been ganised the event. | had a The land dispute bet- plan is that we will have a
n February 4, Pre-  allocated yet? closed-door meeting with ween the two communi- She is at present at her Cabinet meeting in Sena-

sident’s Rule was

revoked in Mani-
pur and a new Chief Minis-
ter, Yumnam Khemchand
Singh, a Meitei, was sworn
in, along with two deputies
- Losii Dikho, a Naga, and
Nemcha Kipgen, a Kuki-Zo.
Mr. Dikho, from the Naga
People’s Front, an alliance
partner of the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP), speaks

‘The portfolios will be allo-
cated after the full Cabinet
is expanded. I spoke to the
Chief Minister, and he
agreed with me.

When is it expected?
It should not take much

time. And of course, it has
to be coordinated with the

all the tribe leaders, the
president, and all of them
strongly supported the for-
mation of the government.
They invited me again for
another festival on Febru-
ary 20.

After the ethnic
violence between Meitei
and Kuki-Zo people
erupted on May 3, 2023,

This is a priority. Money

has been distributed
among the people and ad-
ditional money has been
provided to the displaced
people who are moving
back to their homes.

and Naga
communities over
the past two weeks?
How is the situation
now, and what is the
government’s

strategy?

ties should be settled and
the land ownership and
agreement has to be
worked out. Both com-
munities have come to an
understanding and
stopped the fight but till
now no agreement has
been signed. But it is al-
most under control. Naga
people do not want to
have these tensions any

home in Kangpokpi, and
every day, we speak on
the phone.

She is supporting us to
reach out to the people as
she cannot come to Im-
phal. We do virtual video
meetings. So far, two Ca-
binet meetings under the
Chief Minister have taken
place where she partici-
pated through a video

pati (Naga area) next. The
CM told her that we will
g0 to Senapati by road via
Kangpokpi (Kuki-Zo area,
NH-2 passes through
here) and that we have to
reach out to people. As
the new government has
been installed, there is a
good response from all
the communities.
reached out to the Tha-

2"3?" i K.‘,‘.”iﬂ“é’.ﬁaiﬁ Centre: :v:r:ed:splacepdeoﬁl:)lr; The Litan area in The issue is not bet- mr?:n'vglx" Sf m?m el dgg :’Ifopllfal:e invited .ﬁi'
e::rergcsm:,e o You were the chiefguest  their homes. Whatisthe  Ukhrul district has ween all :lagas:nd Ku- ¢ ° What about the free :o aucz‘l the church o:
ata football match £o d clashes and kis. Few members of The other Deputy CM, movement of all Sunday. It is a positive
It has been over 10 days the Zomi them? arson between the Kuki Tangkhul Nagas and Nemcha Kipgen, a vehicles and people sign.
‘Full Manipur Cabinet, Ministers’ portfolio will be decided soon’
ot AfoTgR #iHsa, wﬁu‘r%ﬁmuﬂuaﬂmm
e Senapati, a Naga area, and go there via |MANIPUR N y ¥
Kangpokpi, a Kuki-Zo area /)’;
o /_,.\rJ\ S
(&
PbI-SI &, o & Pomd) [ )
e On'February 4, President’s Rule was i oy A L
revoked in Manipur and a new Chief > Kangpekpi> b
| : X unam L Ukhrul @ UKHRUL \
Minister, Yumnam Khemchand Singh, ASSAM 200 2
a Meitei, was sworn in, along with two S0 o /  MYANMAR
deputies — Losii Dikho, a Naga, and : FRy (BURMA)

Nemcha Kipgen, a Kuki-Zo.
4 BRa I AfogR o RUEE]
BT TR 3R T wHdg

A gHATH
fRig, A S AUy, AU v
IugerE — At fE@t, ue Aamm, sk A
gnjmﬁmﬁq,wW-a‘r—ﬁﬂﬁmu .
|
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1. | Constitution Bench to hear pleas against DPDP Act

SIS srftfran & feare aiierel w dfqur ds gaars ot

2. | SCto hear in April pleas on Sabarimala women entry ruling

Hafaen Afgar gaw Bad W giiuesit 5t lid # YAars S g i

3. | Supreme Court allows 1993 Mumbai blasts convict to withdraw appeal on

remission

rgHfa <€

T HI A 1993 Y3 UHTHI & Il B T & ge W dtd aa a1 ot

4. | India’s federalism is in need of a structural reset

YRA & HIdIG B! GIIATHD P! AT &

Constitution Bench to hear pleas against DPDP Act
GS 11 Poiity ]

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday agreed to refer to
a Constitution Bench a se-
ries of petitions arguing
that India’s new digital per-
sonal data law delivers a
“body blow” to citizens’
right to a transparent and
accountable government
under the Right to Infor-
mation (RTI) Act.

Section 44(3) of the Dig-
ital Personal Data Protec-
tion (DPDP) Act of 2023 im-
poses a “blanket ban” on
the RTI Act applicants, pre-
venting them from seeking
disclosure of ‘personal in-
formation’, the petitioners
said.

Chief Justice of India Su-
rya Kant, heading a three-
judge Bench, refused a
plea to pass an interim or-
der to stay the implemen-
tation of Section 44(3),
though the top judge said
that the petitions raised a

Q This is about
balancing competing

interests. We have to iron

out the creases and lay
down what constitutes
personal information

SURYA KANT
Chief Jusrice of India

“complex, slightly sensitive
and really interesting”
question of law.

“We may have to lay
down what is meant by
‘personal  information,”
Chief Justice Kant re-
marked, issuing notice to
the government.

‘Unguided discretion’
Advocate Vrinda Grover,
appearing for petitioner
Venkatesh Nayak, submit-
ted that the government,
instead of using a chisel,
used “hammer to deliver
body blows to citizens’
right to information”.

Ms. Grover argued that
Section 44(3) introduced
by the DPDP Act has ac-
corded the government
“unguided discretion to
deny personal informa-
tion, which is unconstitu-
tional”. In fact, the funda-
mental right to privacy has
been extended to the State.

The petitioners argued
that Section 44(3) has
amended Section 8(1)(j) of
the RTI Act.

Originally, the RTI provi-
sion had exempted author-
ities from disclosing perso-
nal information to an
applicant if the details

sought had no relationship
to any public activity or if
disclosure would amount
to unwarranted invasion of
privacy. Even then, the go-
vernment had to disclose if
public interest outweighed
privacy.

The decision whether or
not to reveal ‘personal in-
formation” was taken by a
Public Information Officer
or the First Appellate Auth-
ority under the RTI Act af-
ter thoroughly weighing
privacy and transparency
concerns.

“Section 8(1)(j) of the
RTI Act had struck the
right balance between the
right to privacy and the
right to information,” ad-
vocates Prashant Bhushan
and Rahul Gupta, appear-
ing for the National Cam-
paign for People’s Right to
Information, submitted.

Mr. Bhushan argued
that a five-judge Constitu-
tion Bench in its November
2019 judgment in Central

Constitution Bench to hear pleas against DPDP Act

SIS sififraw & fRaemw arfaerel w dfaur fis gaarg s

e The Supreme Court on Monday agreed to refer to a Constitution Bench a series of
petitions arguing that India’s new digital personal data law delivers a “body blow” to
citizens’ right to a transparent and accountable government under the Right to
Information (RTI) Act.

FHH BIE A AR $I AfB131 B T g@el o dfadr= dts oI Vo W Jgafd St fod
o foan T fo URd o1 71 f&forea safaaera Se1 S a1 &1 SifUeR (RTI) sii¥fra &

Public Information Officer
versus Supreme Court of In-
dia had examined Section
8(1)(j) of the RTI Act to ap-
ply the proportionality test
to balance the right to in-
formation against the right
to privacy.

The 2019 judgment held
that personal information
should remain in the realm
of privacy unless disclo-
sure was necessary in the
larger public interest.

“It is an unreasonable
restriction on the right un-
der Article 19 (right to free
speech). Privacy is not a
fundamental right availa-
ble to the state. It violates
Article 14 (right to equal
treatment) by equating the
privacy of public function-
aries to that of ordinary ci-
tizens,” Mr. Nayak’s peti-
tion argued.

Mr. Bhushan said the
Constitutional conse-
quence of the DPDP provi-
sion was both immediate
and serious.

Ted AIRDI & TR 3R TaTaes WPR & SR R TR UgR” FRaT g |

e Section 44(3) of the Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act of 2023 imposes a
“blanket ban” on the RTI Act applicants, preventing them from seeking disclosure of
‘personal information’, the petitioners said.

feforea wia SermeaR™ (DPDP) Siftfed, 2023 H URT 44(3) RS 3MaeH! WR
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“gof yfader T ], R 3% cafeaiTd STFeRY & Ul &1 7T B I bl ST &,
grirepTehdisl = HTl

e Chief Justice of India Surya Kant, heading a three-judge Bench, refused a plea to pass an
interim order to stay the implementation of Section 44(3), though the top judge said that the
petitions raised a “complex, slightly sensitive and really interesting” question of law.

YRA & G Aranhizr gd &id, f9-amrardiziia dte &1 sremed o3d gu, URT 44(3) &
foh g TR e TR o TeTT Siafe ST & ¥ DR foha, gratifos < ey -1 wet b
ARIBTE B BT “wfed, S §¢ dP Hdg-IRITd R INd ¥ feaaw Uy Iord 8

e “We may have to lay down what is meant by ‘personal information’,” Chief Justice Kant
remarked, issuing notice to the government.
“sﬁusﬁafhﬁmqsm%ﬁ? ‘SfHRATd AFPRE I T I §,” YT qranei=T dier A
fewoh Fxd §UTRPR PI AT oI’} fobar|

‘Ungujded discretion’
frafa faasTier

e Section 44(3) introduced by the DPDP Act has accorded the government “unguided
discretion to deny personal information, which is unconstitutional”. In fact, the
fundamental right to privacy has been extended to the State.

IR MR 7 q 17 fob DPDP ST gRT @18 718 YRT 44(3) WHR &I “frafa
frawifter <t § o/l 98 fada TFeR! &1 3 FTHR IR b, S RIAUT® ¢ | aRda
#, Hifere fAeran &1 SiftreR Y0 d@ fawanid o foar T gl

e The petitioners argued that Section 44(3) has amended Section 8(1)(j) of the RTI Act.
gferepTedian = I faT o URT 44(3) 7 RIS FUfTTH T &RT 8(1)() H T2Me fobar g1

e Originally, the RTI provision had exempted authorities from disclosing personal information
to an applicant if the details sought had no relationship to any public activity or if disclosure
would amount to unwarranted invasion of privacy. Even then, the government had to
disclose if public interest outweighed privacy.

T & ¥, RIS UIGUH! & dgd aig Al 718 STHBRT $T fhd! ArdeTi=ia fafafe 9 o1y
TaE 51 BIAT AT SUBT G SATGRAD FSTdT g4+ BIdT, dl UTAHRUN Bl AT SATABTRY
%ﬁﬁﬁ@?zﬂl o5 oft, afe ardwi~re f&a fAerar 3 &ifte giar, @ IR & THHRI &1 gt

I

e The decision whether or not to reveal ‘personal information’ was taken by a Public
Information Officer or the First Appellate Authority under the RTI Act after thoroughly
we|gh|ng privacy and transparency concerns.

SR IR ST ST 1 6], SHHT FUIg RIS SRIFTH & I8d atd ga-
aﬁmﬁmuwwﬁﬁumﬁmﬁmﬁwﬁvmﬁh%mﬁaﬁ%%wﬁm
SITdT YT

e “Section 8(1)(j) of the RTI Act had struck the right balance between the right to privacy
and the right to information,” advocates Prashant Bhushan and Rahul Gupta, appearing
for the National Campaign for People’s Right to Information, submitted.

AT $U IR AU ge ¢ S R IR Y U7 SR T2Tid Y§or IR g e
J Pl fo RIS Waﬂwsamﬁﬁw%ﬁ%ﬁm%#w%aﬂa
el e a1 Tl

e Mr. Bhushan argued that a five-judge Constitution Bench in its November 2019 judgment
in Central Public Information Officer versus Supreme Court of India had examined
Section 8(1)(j) of the RTI Act to apply the proportionality test to balance the right to
information against the right to privacy.

off YNOT 3 b o fb AdaR 2019 H Aed UKD SHIAR TR T9TH U DI 316
sfear gma O uig-=rardizita |faum ©e 7 9RT 8(1)() & wHien Hd gU srurfamdr
TYeror AR fasa T

e The 2019 judgment held that personal information should remain in the realm of privacy
unless disclosure was necessary in the larger public interest.

2019 & Hud & &gl T U1 fs safeara STt fAerar & grR & gt 381 91igy, 519 as &
98 AdeI® fgd o ISP G 31a=ad 4 51|
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e “ltis an unreasonable restriction on the right under Article 19 (right to free speech).
Privacy is not a fundamental right available to the state. It violates Article 14 (right to equal
treatment) by equating the privacy of public functionaries to that of ordinary citizens,” Mr.
Nayak'’s petition argued.

78 7D

19 (3ifYcafad @ WdAdT) & ded SHfIGR R rgfeTeTa ufadsy g | fRrerar s

DI IUAH Pis Mferw SAfUPR T 31 T8 TG 14 (THHA BT IHR) FHT Icerd- Hal g,
a@%agvﬁa%mﬁw&ﬁﬁﬁwaﬁmmwﬁﬁ%ww%wﬁwaﬂ
TifereT § ST T

e Mr. Bhushan said the constitutional consequence of the DPDP provision was both
immediate and serious.

SC to hear in April
pleas on Sabarimala
women entry ruling

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday scheduled for
hearing a series of review
and writ petitions on a Sep-
tember 2018 judgment,
which allowed women of
menstruating age to enter
the Sabarimala temple in
Kerala, before a nine-judge
Constitution Bench from
April 7, 2026.

A Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant said the maintainabil-
ity of the review petitions
had already been decided
by an earlier nine-judge
Bench constituted in 2019
by then Chief Justice of In-
dia Sharad A. Bobde. The
hearings before the Bench
had to be aborted abruptly
due to the onset of the CO-
VID pandemic.

The Supreme Court
gave a brief timeline for the
hearing of the case in April
2026. The Bench would
hear the review petitioners
challenging the 2018 judg-
ment from April 7 to 9.
Those opposing them
would be heard from April
14 to 16. The rejoinder sub-
missions would be heard
on April 21, followed by the
concluding submissions
from the amicus curiae on
April 22. Parties have to
adhere to the timeline, the
court stressed.

In November 2019, a
majority judgment by a
fivejudge  Constitution
Bench led by then Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi had
referred the Sabarimala re-
view and writ petitions to a
seven-judge Bench.

The 2019 majority judg-

The 9-judge Bench would hear
the review petitioners
challenging the 2018 judgment.

ment had also clubbed si-
milar petitions concerning
the essentiality of religious
practices pending in the
Supreme Court, including
the right of Muslim women
to enter mosque and the is-
sue of female genital muti-
lation practised by the Da-
woodi Bohra community,
with the Sabarimala case.
The judgment in 2019
framed legal questions in
the case, including wheth-
er practices considered es-
sential should be given
constitutional protection
and the extent to which the
judiciary could intervene
in an essential religious
practice. The nine-judge
Bench was constituted as it
had to necessarily delve in-
to a 1954 judgment by a se-
ven-judge Bench in the Shi-
rur Mutt case which had
for the first time gone into
what constituted “essential
religious practices”. In the
1954 judgment, the top
court had held that “what
constitutes the essential
part of a religion is primari-

reference to the doctrines :
of that religion itself”.

ot 40T 4 g1 {5 DPDP WIAYTE &1 W e ufvomy
aepTe SR TR

SC to hear in April pleas on Sabarimala
women entry ruling

TaRAer Afgdr vy bad W arikerei &t
30 ® AaTs B3I JHA P

e The Supreme Court on Monday scheduled for
hearing a series of review and writ petitions on a
September 2018 judgment, which allowed women of
menstruating age to enter the Sabarimala temple in
Kerala, before a nine-judge Constitution Bench from
April 7, 2026.

T BIE I HiraR B Ridaw 2018 & Tadt I S

3R Re aifaersit &1 T Yaa &1 gaTs o-
gy @) wiae dis & qag 7 er?ra 2026 ¥ T
1, o B & gafvaar w@feR o Israen 3mg ot
afgarst & waw & ergufa & 78 ot

e A Bench headed by Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant said the maintainability of the review
petitions had already been decided by an earlier nine-
judge Bench constituted in 2019 by then Chief Justice
of India Sharad A. Bobde.

T <SR G Hid BT & arelt 9 A ol 6
Wwﬁwﬁﬁmwmmé’r 2019 |
TpIcH G ATATHRI ¥R T a8 §RI 13 9-
grareiien 3t fis R gt 2|

e The hearings before the Bench had to be
aborted abruptly due to the onset of the COVID
pandemic.

o & gHe GAdTs P! BIfds WeTH & YIAT &
DRI AP Q\ch"ll IR

e The Supreme Court gave a brief timeline for
the hearing of the case in April 2026.

TgitH I 7 3l 2026 & AHA FI YaTs & o Th
féred geg-gRof 4

e The Bench would hear the review petitioners
challenging the 2018 judgment from April 7 to 9.

o 2018 & B B g 3 aTdl GAMGER
ifapTmaisll B grars 7/ 9 AUe I BN |

e Those opposing them would be heard from
April 14 to 16.

éﬂ%mlﬁﬁﬂ B Tl B! GAaTS 14 | 16 A P o
|
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e In November 2019, a majority judgment by a five-judge Constitution Bench led by then
Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi had referred the Sabarimala review and writ petitions to a
seven-judge Bench.

TdER 2019 T dahTei G371 <Ararefi=r 359 MINs & A arell 5--ararehi=n &1 "y s
& TgUd Hud A FaRuer ¥ 3! gAfdar ik Re aifawieh & 7-amardi=n @t Wi & 9o o1

e The 2019 majority judgment had also clubbed similar petitions concerning the essentiality
of religious practices pending in the Supreme Court, including the right of Muslim women
to enter mosque and the issue of female genital mutilation practised by the Dawoodi Bohra

community, with the Sabarimala case.

2019 & 9gHd bad 7 utfife gurai #t sifvartar & Jefid giw &1 & dfed Ium
Tifrstl &1 it Fafaer e & Iy Siis faar o, fomd gitaw afgarsii & aikee o yaw &1
RAIBR 3R e} dlexT TS & yafrd AfgdT S==iT fagpfa o1 FeT A 8

e The nine-judge Bench was constituted as it had to necessarily delve into a 1954 judgment
by a seven-judge Bench in the Shirur Mutt case which had for the first time gone into what
constituted “essential religious practices”.

o= Bt W &1 7T+ gufery fasar T wiifes 38 AR 96 ATHA T 1954 & 7-
=T & BHe H ysdrd S AT, foRH U SR a8 Wy S o1 o “siferard urfife
YT R GI 5 |

e Inthe 1954 judgment, the top court had held that “what constitutes the essential part of a
religion is primarily to be ascertained with reference to the doctrines of that religion
itself”.

Supreme Court allows 1993
Mumbai blasts convict to
withdraw appeal on remission

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday allowed convicted
gangster Abu Salem to
withdraw his appeal for re-
mission on the ground that
he has completed a quar-
ter of a century behind
bars in India.

Salem, a convict in the
1993 Mumbeai serial blasts,
was extradited from Portu-
gal on November 11, 2005,
after a prolonged legal bat-
tle. He has argued that his
sentence could not exceed
25 years as per the assu-
rance given by India to Por-
tugal for his extradition.

Disposing of his appeal,
a Bench headed by Justice
Vikram Nath left it open to
Salem to approach the
Bombay High Court for
early listing of his pending
case.

In the previous hearing,
the court had asked Sa-
lem’s legal team to place
on record the Maharashtra

Abu Salem

Prison Rules to see if he
had any right to remission
following conviction under
the Terrorist and Disrup-
tive Activities (Prevention)
Act.

In July 2022, the apex
court, in a judgment, had
held that “on the appellant
[Salem] completing 25
years of his sentence, the
Central Government is
bound to advise the Presi-
dent for the exercise of his
powers under Article 72 of
the Constitution and to re-
lease the appellant in
terms of the national com-

g1 1 Feblt|
¢ In the previous hearing, the court had asked Salem’s legal team to place on record the

Maharashtra Prison Rules to see if he had any right to remission following conviction under
the Terrorist and Disruptive Activities (Prevention) Act.

mitments and the princi-
ples based on the comity of
courts”.

The top court had, ho-
wever, declined to calcu-
late the 25-year timeline
from September 18, 2002,
when Salem was detained
in Portugal for a different
offence. “The criminal law
of the land does not have
extra-territorial  applica-
tion,” the court had
reasoned.

Salem’s case was built
around his argument that
his life sentence was ille-
gal, as the then Deputy
Prime Minister and Home
Minister L. K. Advani had
given a “solemn sovereign
assurance” to a Portugal
court that he would neith-
er be sentenced to death
nor serve more than 25
years in prison. However,
the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation, which prose-
cuted the case against the
gangster, had maintained
that Mr. Advani’s assurance
Wwas no guarantee.

Supreme Court allows 1993
Mumbai blasts convict to withdraw
appeal on remission

THiH HIE 7 1993 a3 UHTHI &
It &1 Jor A Fe W i arud
oA @ srgmfa &

e The Supreme Court on Monday
allowed convicted gangster Abu Salem to
withdraw his appeal for remission on the
ground that he has completed a quarter of a
century behind bars in India.

Y PIE 7 THaR & gl TRex g qad
! oI # Fe & Tt qRR S(u+t it aroy
o BT AN 39 3MYR R & fob IF YR H
A B U= 9T @Y R [ g |

e Salem, a convict in the 1993
Mumbai serial blasts, was extradited from
Portugal on November 11, 2005, after a
prolonged legal battle. He has argued that
his sentence could not exceed 25 years as
per the assurance given by India to Portugal
for his extradition.

1993 Hag RIARIATR YHTHI HT Tl Taw,
el B ASTS & 91 11 TdaR 2005 Bl
geTe ¥ veaftia far mar ol ST ad § &
YR GRT YT ) Geqqur & GAYg <t 18
RS & AR D! ol 25 AT Y 3HfAH
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Ul gars | Sfered A 9aH &1 S H o o el & Rels R T@- & gt ol
AP T8 T/ o1 & & Smdpard) iR fageTort i (FRraron sifufaw & agd
ARG & a1E IY ol & Fe T Pig AAGR g a1 TN

In July 2022, the apex court, in a judgment, had held that “on the appellant [Salem]
completing 25 years of his sentence, the Central Government is bound to advise the
President for the exercise of his powers under Article 72 of the Constitution and to release

the appellant in terms of the national commitments and the principles based on the comity of
courts”.

@S 2022 7, Y 3r31erd ¥ T Bud 1 e U1 b “srdiedl (o) §RT SO Il & 25 6T

R FA R B% PR AU & TG 72 S dgd APULd DI 31! [Tl P TINT & forg

iﬂgg&ﬁeﬁ%w@qqﬁmﬁammmtﬁ%@m%m%m&maﬁﬁﬁaw
TR

The top court had, however, declined to calculate the 25-year timeline from September 18,
2002, when Salem was detained in Portugal for a different offence. “The criminal law of the
land does not have extra-territorial application,” the court had reasoned.

gTaifor IR 3rarerd = 18 fRIdaR 2002 ¥ 25 AT Bt 3@y B T HIA Y FADBR B T o,
S T B YTd | U ST SORTY & foru o= & foram mam o1 srarad = adb faar o1 fah
"SR BT TRTIID BT Siferf¥ard-a=ta ary 7t gan”

Salem’s case was built around his argument that his life sentence was illegal, as the then
Deputy Prime Minister and Home Minister L. K. Advani had given a “solemn sovereign
assurance” to a Portugal court that he would neither be sentenced to death nor serve more
than 25 years in prison. However, the Central Bureau of Investigation, which prosecuted
the case against the gangster, had maintained that Mr. Advani’s assurance was no
guarantee.

JAH BT HHAT 59 dob R SMYTRT UT fob IHPT SMTSfia TeAT 3¢ §, Rifb dpTaiA

IunyrrEt o Tewsht . &, smsarult A Gha @ srarad &t iR wuy smyraer

foar uTfp I/ T @ Hid o IO & St 3R A€ 98 S | 25 9rd I 21 gHy fadmem|

mmﬁs;ﬁﬁmﬁ & AT YheHT Il dTelt Hetd Siid &GRY - Bl ol b 4t srearft &1 smyra
1|
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India’s federalism is in need of a structural reset

he Constitution of India, while federal

in structure, was designed with a

pronounced centralising bias. Drawing

heavily from the Government of India
Act, 1935, it concentrated significant authority in
New Delhi while assigning a comparatively
modest sphere to the States. This architecture
was shaped by the circumstances of its birth —
the trauma of Partition, the integration of 14
provinces and over 500 princely States, and the
pervasive fear that centrifugal forces might
threaten national unity. In that climate,
centralisation appeared not merely prudent but
also indispensable.

Yet, even in those anxious deliberations, there
were voices of rare clarity. K. Santhanam
cautioned the Constituent Assembly that the
Union’s strength lies not in the indiscriminate
accumulation of functions, but in the disciplined
refusal of responsibilities that do not properly
belong at the national level. “It is in this positive
as well as negative delimitation of powers that a
real federal system rests...,” he observed.

In that single formulation lay two enduring
principles: first, authority is most effective when
exercised closest to knowledge and
accountability; and second, excessive
centralisation breeds fragility by overburdening a
single authority with tasks that it cannot
efficiently discharge. A government that attempts.
to supervise everything — from space exploration
to rural sanitation — may expand in reach but this
inevitably diminishes its effectiveness.

Reinforcement of dominance

History demonstrates that power assumed in the
name of necessity rarely retreats when necessity
fades. In the decades that followed, centralising
tendencies were reinforced by the dominance of
a single national party at the Union and State
levels, fostering a “high command” culture that
attenuated the autonomy of State leadership.
Later, the emergence of coalition governments at
the Union and the rise of regional parties in States
led to a more balanced federal order without
endangering unity. One may reasonably surmise
that had today’s politically mature and
linguistically consolidated States existed in 1950,
the constitutional design might have evolved
along a more decentralised path.

Just as an individual cannot remain perpetually
captive to the neuroses of childhood, so too a
nation cannot forever labour under the anxieties
of its formative years. India’s unity is no longer
fragile, and the idea of India now rests on firm
and enduring foundations. Yet, 76 years later,
constitutional practice continues to reflect the
reflexes of the late 1940s. Centralisation, once
defended as a necessity, has hardened into habit.

Through successive constitutional
amendments, expansive Union legislation in
Concurrent List subjects, conditional Finance
Commission transfers, and centrally sponsored
schemes with rigid templates, the balance of
power has tilted even further toward the Union.
Large ministries exist in New Delhi that duplicate

MLK. Stalin

is the Chief Minister
of Tamil Nadu

There is a need
for balanced
federalism in
the form of
autonomous
States, an
efficient Union,
and
accountable
governance

State functions and often attempt to steer State
priorities through micromanagement and
procedural oversight. In an inversion of
democratic hierarchy, the Union Executive is
attempting to override plenary State laws in
Concurrent List subjects through subordinate
legislation.

Itis a principle

Such a drift sits uneasily with constitutional
doctrine. In S.R. Bommai vs Union of India (1994),
the Supreme Court of India declared federalism
part of the Constitution’s Basic Structure and
affirmed that States are not mere appendages of
the Centre but are supreme within their allotted
spheres. Federalism, the Court held, is a principle
rooted in India’s history and diversity; not a
matter of administrative convenience. Despite
this judicial affirmation, State autonomy has
continued to erode — through legislative
expansion, executive overreach, and certain
other judicial interpretations that privilege
uniform national solutions over contextual
diversity.

Underlying this trajectory is a persistent
illusion — that the Union becomes stronger by
diminishing the States. In truth, the Union and
the States are not competitors in a zero-sum
contest; they are partners in a shared
constitutional enterprise. India’s size and
heterogeneity render centralised policy design
inherently limited. No authority in New Delhi,
however enlightened, can tailor policy with equal
sensitivity to every linguistic region, agricultural
ecology, industrial cluster, or labour market.

Decentralisation addresses this limitation by
enabling parallel experimentation. States can
design and test policies at manageable scale,
contain failures without national disruption, and
allow successful innovations to diffuse
horizontally or be adopted nationally. Many of
India’s most effective programmes followed
precisely this path. Tamil Nadu’s noon meal
scheme, Kerala’s achievements in public health
and literacy, and Maharashtra’s employment
guarantee initiative all began as State
experiments before informing national policy.
Over-centralisation suppresses the very diversity
of strategies from which innovation and discovery
arise.

Centralists often argue that States lack
administrative or technical capacity and,
therefore, require Union intervention. Yet, such
intervention stunts the very capacity it claims to
remedy, creating a self-perpetuating cycle of
dependence. Parents who do not entrust their
children with responsibility, and leaders who
refuse to delegate authority, inevitably breed
dependence. Governments are no exception.

Capacity arises from responsibility,
accountability, and the freedom to make, and
correct, mistakes. To suggest that India’s States —
many comparable in scale to sovereign nations —
are inherently incapable and must, therefore, be
subjected to intrusive central control is
incompatible with national self-respect.

India’s federalism is in need of a structural reset

YRA & JIAIG D! TATHP JAAge DI Mazadpdl @

Centralisation might still be defended if it had
delivered superior outcomes. But by comparison
with decentralised federations, global
benchmarks, or India’s own aspirations, the
record is unpersuasive. The centralised model
has struggled to deliver universal access,
sustained quality, genuine equity, or global
competitiveness. Instead, it has produced
regulatory complexity, chronic underfunding as
resources are stretched across expanding
mandates, blurred accountability, and gradual
erosion of State capacity.

Tamil Nadu recognised these dangers at an
early stage. In 1967, C.N. Annadurai observed that
the Union must indeed be strong enough to
maintain the sovereignty and integrity of India.
But that did not mean that it should assume
control over every subject, such as health or
education, which bore no direct nexus to national
defence.

His successor, Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi,
advanced this philosophy through the maxim,
“Autonomy to the States, Federalism at the
Centre”, and in 1969 established the first
independent Committee on Union-State Relations
under Justice P.V. Rajamannar. The Committee’s
1971 Report became a landmark in India’s federal
debate. Later national commissions — the
Sarkaria (1983-88) and Punchhi (2007-10) —
acknowledged the need for rebalancing, though
they stopped short of recommending
fundamental structural reform.

Time to right-size

India now stands at a constitutional juncture that
calls for recalibration rather than complacency.
The objective is not to weaken the Union but to
right-size it, allowing it to concentrate on
genuinely national responsibilities while restoring
to States the autonomy essential for effective
governance. Such recalibration would not
diminish national unity; it would deepen it by
aligning authority with responsibility.

In this spirit, the Government of Tamil Nadu
constituted a High-Level Committee on
Union-State Relations in April 2025 under the
chairmanship of Justice Kurian Joseph (a retired
Supreme Court judge), with K. Ashok Vardhan
Shetty (a retired IAS officer) and Dr. M.
Naganathan (former State Planning Commission
vice-chairman) as members. Thought of as a
non-partisan exercise, the Committee undertook
a comprehensive review of contemporary federal
challenges.

Part [ of its Report, which was submitted on
February 16, 2026, addresses issues that range
from the role of Governors and language policy to
delimitation, elections, education, health, and
Goods and Services Tax.

The Government of Tamil Nadu presents this
report to the public in the hope that it will
stimulate informed debate, restore balance to the
Union-State relationship, and contribute to a
constitutional settlement in which the Union is
strong because it is focused, and the States are
strong because they are trusted.

e The Constitution of India, while federal in structure, was designed with a pronounced

centralising bias.

HRT | 3ur, gaft Sty d@eamT aren 8, W 39 WY HEH0 BT Fepra 191 41|
e Drawing heavily from the Government of India Act, 1935, it concentrated significant
authority in New Delhi while assigning a comparatively modest sphere to the States.

O IR A I, 1935 ¥ IRUM A T He@yu! SifieR =8 feeeh & Hfad fu ok
IS BT e Hiftrd & faar

e This architecture was shaped by Partition trauma, integration of 14 provinces and 500+
princely States, and fear of centrifugal forces threatening unity.

g T FaUTST Bt T, 14 Uidl MR 500 | 3ifires FRURIa) & T, aur g
fargeTert wifdaal & v 3 gyifaq ot

¢ In that climate, centralisation appeared prudent and indispensable.

I gAY HEIHRT

STTH 3R

3ffrard Ul gl
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K. Santhanam warned that Union strength lies not in accumulating functions but in refusing
responsibilities not suited to the national level.

F. a9 3 Iarn & g o) Aied Gt S 3oe ury e 7 61 sfew srgfea el ot =
THE

He observed that a real federal system rests on proper delimitation of powers.

I5 gl fos aRdfde AU saawT Yfdadl & Sfad faue W sumid gt g

Two principles emerged: authority works best closest to knowledge and accountability,
and excessive centralisation breeds fragility.

3 Rrgid 3wR: SRIFR F9 SR IWReIR@ & e nurd gl § ok s Fshtavor
AN ST BT 3|

A government supervising everything from space exploration to rural sanitation expands
reach but reduces effectiveness.

S WER Sfafves U T AT WS dT I 99 <@l 8, 3D AR af dgdl 8 W)
YHTGRASd gedl gl

Reinforcement of dominance

UYA BT Jee D0l

History shows power assumed in necessity rarely retreats when necessity fades.

SaeT JaIdT ¢ & Saxaerar § Ui fad SHTaRadhdl JA g 1R i aroe =g ot |
Centralisation was reinforced by dominance of a single national party and a high command
culture weakening State autonomy.

W%@Haﬁ%mﬁ&ﬁ?aﬁmmﬁ%ﬂwaﬁm@am@?wﬁaﬁw
A DI

Later, coalition governments and rise of regional parties created a more balanced federal

order without threatening unity.

%ﬁmmma%?maﬁ$w%mwﬁWﬁaﬁWﬁsﬂuw
I

Through constitutional amendments, Union laws on Concurrent List, Finance

Commission conditional transfers, and rigid centrally sponsored schemes, power has

tilted further toward the Union.

Taunfe Gxne=T, Had! gt IR T S, faa smanr & g=rd Ay, aur #oR Fda

ATAIford Ao & fad SR 34 Y BT 3R FP TS g

Large ministries in New Delhi duplicate State functions and try to steer State priorities via

micromanagement and procedural oversight.

% fewehl & 98 Harerg ey Pt B GARIGRT B4 ¢ SR YeH uaeH g ufparare o g

1T WA Ars]t & gIfad H=d & |

In an inversion of democratic hierarchy, the Union Executive attempts to override State

laws i in Concurrent List through subordinate Ieglslatlon

YSIIHH & Idc, T SRS THad! Gl & Ied S &1 ftaey fyum
R FRE $= BT U™ el ¢

Itis a principle

g Ue fsia g

In S.R. Bommai vs Union of India (1994), the Supreme Court of India declared federalism
part of the Constitution’s Basic Structure and affirmed that States are not mere
appendages of the Centre but are supreme within their allotted spheres.

T 3R, g 9979 YRd 69 (1994) § YRd & gatel <AATed 2 TUdle & Jfau™ & gd
T 1 36T Iarn IR Hg1 o I % & Srefi=T 9t 31 181 afch o0 3 & war |
Federalism, the Court held, is rooted in India’s history and diversity, not administrative
convenience.

e A w8l & Judre YRd & gfaerd o fafaerar & ffka 8, 7 f& vemafe g 7
Despite this judicial affirmation, State autonomy has continued to erode through
legislative expansion, executive overreach, and certain judicial interpretations favouring
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uniform national solutions over diversity.
G IR Y & STacie T WAl AR ged 6! § — faumdt fawar, srfufe &
%’rﬁgﬂw PO TS AT B BRI, Sl fAfGed W T AT FHUM Bl Grifiiehl
I

e Underlying this trajectory is an illusion that the Union becomes stronger by weakening
States.
U YR P NS T8 YA § S I8} B PHER $ @ TY Aolqd arar 2|

e Intruth, Union and States are partners, not competitors in a zero-sum contest.
ARAd H Y 3R I AR o, LI-a11 wfayelf 78|

e India’s size and heterogeneity make centralised policy inherently limited.
YR &1 fa=me e SR fafauar Hdiwd i &I @nifds wu 9 Wiftd 391 §|

o No authority in New Delhi can design equally sensitive policies for every linguistic region,
agricultural ecology, industrial cluster, and labour market.
% faweht ot 318 i T gR uToTg &7, Sfy uifRufeast, sienfie wag ok 9w ek & for
T Hdg=ie fd 781 &1 Gabelt |

o Decentralisation enables parallel experimentation and addresses this limitation.
AT TR TR Bl TUT TR 59 U B R HRAT 6|

e Many effective programmes followed this path — Tamil Nadu noon meal scheme, Kerala
public health and literacy, Maharashtra employment guarantee.
F3 IHA HRIHH T4 11T I 31T — aftremrg wears WS gieT, HId T aTey 3
HIGRAT, HERTY AR TREL

e Capacity grows from responsibility, accountability, and freedom to correct mistakes.
&raT RrAERY, SReRAW 3R Tafaal & YURA &1 Wedar ¥ fawRa gt g1

e Centralisation could be defended if it delivered superior outcomes, but evidence is
unpersuasive.
I HEHRUT dgaR UINOITH Sl A IHHT GHUA fobdT ST HahaTl AT, TR THT0 HHIR ¢ |

e Instead, it has produced regulatory complexity, underfunding, blurred accountability,
and erosion of State capacity.
T SO 39 FrameTg sifean, faxia s, sy STReIRIE SR XIS &7l BT &R0T
I fa g

e [In 1967, C.N. Annadurai said the Union must be strong to preserve sovereignty and
integrity, but need not control every subject like health or education unrelated to national
defence.
1967 T .. AR 3 o1 o TG BT WUYAT 3R SRS AT ST 3T & 17T Horgd BT
%Eg, TR 3N R IV oI TR A g R a0 781 w3 anfeT S gty Xan § R e

I

e His successor, Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi, advanced this philosophy through the maxim,
“Autonomy to the States, Federalism at the Centre”, and in 1969 established the first
independent Committee on Union-State Relations under Justice P.V. Rajamannar.

F P SRITBR] FAUR TH. HSUMATT - 3 &I B “ISU] B W], g & Jgare” &
Ryt & I1em ¥ 31 Sern 3R 1969 & =araygfd Wt dt. IMMHAR & gd & Ugal Wad "Y-
o] Hay qfifa Raftd e

e The Committee’s 1971 Report became a landmark in India’s federal debate.

I 3t 1971 RO YRA &1 wdta 989 & T 11 &7 TR &1

e Later national commissions — the Sarkaria (1983-88) and Punchhi (2007-10) —
acknowledged the need for rebalancing, though they stopped short of recommending
fundamental structural reform.

e & AP TN — APTINAT (1983-88) 3R Ut (2007-10) — = GAIGAT P! STIAHAN DI
W o, g I M TRaATHS JUR B RwGIRET T8 31

Time to right-size
HE! PR 3 BT 0T

¢ In this spirit, the Government of Tamil Nadu constituted a High-Level Committee on
Union-State Relations in April 2025 under Justice Kurian Joseph, with K. Ashok Vardhan
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Shetty and Dr. M. Naganathan as members.

3 YiaHT  afeArg TReR 3 el 2025ﬁmmqﬁf§‘uqvﬁwaﬁ gl o I

Tae W IRy aftfa 1fed &, fod &, Sriie a¢e A R ST T, AR 95 31
e Thought of as a non-partisan exercise, the Committee undertook a comprehensive review

of contemporary federal challenges.

Y U TR-U&UT Uge AT T SR I ¥ gHE T e gefaat @ sarae Teite & |

o Part | of its Report, submitted on February 16, 2026, addresses issues from role of
Governors, language policy, delimitation, elections, education, health, and Goods and
Services Tax.

Ui BT URT |, ST 16 WRERY 2026 HI UK g1, H Irqurel Bt YT, yrr ifd, afi=ive,
AT, fR1e, WA 3R avg Ud a1 R I 9 G5l R 949 g

GS Paper Il: International Relations

TOPICS COVERED 17 February 2026

1. | J&K plans to harness river waters as IWT is in abeyance

T3 SYS! RITH & § S HIUR P 7 ofd SUFRT BT Fior=r

2. | Centre silent on Pannun case; officials await U.S. court documents after
Gupta pleads gyilty .
UFH HTHA R $% gU; T & gl a9 & 916 Mt srgread & gxaravil &1
EGIDIN

3. | Araghchi in Geneva for talks as IRGC begins drills near the Strait of
Hormuz

ﬁﬁ;\mﬁaﬁ%mm,ﬁmmw%mmmﬁa{mw
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J&K plans to
harness river
waters as IWT
is in abeyance

SRINAGAR

The Jammu & Kashmir go-
vernment is mulling to take
advantage of the suspend-
ed Indus Waters Treaty
(IWT) by diverting, for the
first time, water from the
Ravi river in Punjab to the
Jammu region, and push
for the revival of the Tulbul
Navigation Barrage project
in the Kashmir region.

Sources said Chief Mi-
nister Omar Abdullah has
raised the issue with the
Centre. The Tulbul project
hit a dead end when Pakis-
tan raised objections in
1987 under the IWT. Ho-
wever, the Centre put the
treaty in abeyance after the
Pahalgam attack. The go-
vernment has also made a
proposal to enable year-
round navigation on the
Waular lake by maintaining
a minimum depth of wa-
ter, which was not possible
because of the IWT. Offi-
cials said the Shahpur Kan-
di dam adjacent to Punjab
is likely to be completed
this year and will stop the
flow of excess water from
the Ravi into Pakistan.

J&K plans to harness river waters as IWT is in
abeyance

ST SYA! R & §H SH-HIAR B At o STahT
CIRIGEI

e The Jammu & Kashmir government is mulling to take
advantage of the suspended Indus Waters Treaty (IWT) by diverting,
for the first time, water from the Ravi river in Punjab to the Jammu
region, and push for the revival of the Tulbul Navigation Barrage
project in the Kashmir region.

- HIHR AR [dfad Rig sa Ifer qwT) &1 a1 36 WR faar
B2 Y81 8, R dgd ugel Ok usira &1 37t 16t A U ) s AR
BT SR HIST ST 3R HIHR &F T A AN aRTe1 GRS B
Teitad &= IR SR fear S|

e The Tulbul project hit a dead end when Pakistan raised
objections in 1987 under the IWT.

qoIge ufaie=T 99 3 81 T3 Ut 59 Ui A 1987 H IWT & d8d
ARt 33T |

¢ However, the Centre put the treaty in abeyance after the
Pahalgam attack.

BTciifch, TEERTTH §HA & S1G B - Y DI R H S faar|

e The government has also made a proposal to enable year-
round navigation on the Wular lake by maintaining a minimum
depth of water, which was not possible because of the IWT.
WHR A Fer e T YAaH S @RS §1¢ IGHR AIAaHR g
&M IR BT URa1d H @17, S IWT & HROT UG 81 T

e Officials said the Shahpur Kandi dam adjacent to Punjab is
likely to be completed this year and will stop the flow of excess water

from the Ravi into Pakistan.
SHTABINGT = FHgT [ USITa I el AMEYR His! 9y 37 a6 RIgH D
THTET B 3R 399 Gt T UTfped= oF 3R o aret Srfafa urit &

UQTg 1 AT ST |
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Centre silent on Pannun case; officials await
U.S. court documents after Gupta pleads guilty

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Three days after Indian ci-
tizen Nikhil Gupta pleaded
“guilty” in a court in New
York to charges of murder,
conspiracy, and money
laundering in order to as-
sassinate Khalistani activist
Gurpatwant Singh Pan-
nun, the government has
yet to comment on the
case.

According to investiga-
tors in the United States,
Mr. Gupta, an Indian busi-
nessman, worked with an
Indian “government em-
ployee” Vikash Yadav, be-
lieved to have been asso-
ciated with India’s
Research and Analysis
Wing (RAW), to hire a hit-
man to carry out Pannun’s
murder for a sum of
$100,000. Mr. Yadav, who
was arrested in December
2023 in Delhi in a separate
case of kidnapping and ex-
tortion, has been out on
bail since April 2024, and is

£

Indian national

alk

Nikhil Gupta being extradited to the United States,

from Prague, Czech Republic in June 2024. pTi

expected to appear for his
next hearing later this
week on February 20, ac-
cording to his lawyers.

In court last Friday, Mr.
Gupta, who had thus far
pleaded “not guilty”, made
an unexpected appea-
rance, and pleaded guilty
to the three counts — mur-
der-for-hire, conspiracy to
commit murder-for-hire,
and conspiracy to commit
money laundering.

The External Affairs Mi-
nistry refused to comment
on the developments in
the New York court.

Gupta’s consular access
Officials indicated that they
would await court docu-
ments, and confirmed that
the Indian Consulate-Gen-
eral in New York had been
granted consular access to
Mr. Gupta, an Indian citi-
zen, and were prepared to

assist him with any consu-
lar requirements.

In his pleadings, Mr.
Gupta told the judge in the
Southern District of New
York court that in 2023 he
“agreed with another per-
son” to murder a person in
the U.S., and delivered
$15,000 as an advance for
the job. Mr. Gupta will face
the court again on May 29
for sentencing. It is un-
clear, however, whether he
has confessed his guilt in
lieu of a lesser sentence as
part of a larger agreement
with the U.S. Attorney’s of-
fice, which would involve
his cooperation in the in-
vestigation or as an
“approver”.

“The FBI will continue
to aggressively defend the
homeland against any fo-
reign adversaries who tar-
get our citizens for exercis-
ing their constitutionally
protected rights,” FBI As-
sistant Director in-charge
James Barnacle said in a
statement after the guilty

plea, and said Mr. Gupta fa-
cilitated a “foreign adver-
sary’s unlawful effort to si-
lence a vocal critic of the
Indian government”.

The government has de-
nied any knowledge or in-
volvement in the plot to kill
Pannun, which Canadian
officials say is linked to the
murder of Hardeep Singh
Nijjar in Canada in June
2023.

With Mr. Gupta choos-
ing to waive the require-
ment of a trial in the U.S.,
the focus of investigators
would turn next to the pro-
secution of Mr. Yadav, who
has an FBI “wanted” notice
out for him.

According to a second
indictment filed by the U.S.
Attorney’s office in Octob-
er 2024, Mr. Gupta took or-
ders from Mr. Yadav, and
exchanged messages on or-
ganising the killing of Pan-
nun, who is wanted in In-
dia on terror charges.

(With inputs from Vijai-
ta Singh)

Centre silent on Pannun case; officials await U.S. court documents after Gupta
pleads guilty

U A IR &% gU; T & ST A1 & 16 MRDT Sgrad & gxdardsll ol

AV}

e Three days after Indian citizen Nikhil Gupta pleaded “guilty” in a court in New York to
charges of murder, conspiracy, and money laundering in order to assassinate Khalistani
activist Gurpatwant Singh Pannun, the government has yet to comment on the case.

YRR AN fARae et gR1 =gaics i Ue Sfgad | gadl, §8ud 3R U9 MU & SR H
ft oA & < 2T w1 o, e erdwal Rudada Rig g @ s B I A 99
Y M R WBR A 34 qF Bis fewuft 761 B g

e According to investigators in the United States, Mr. Gupta, an Indian businessman, worked
with an Indian “government employee” Vikash Yadav, believed to have been associated
with India’s Research and Analysis Wing (RAW), to hire a hitman to carry out Pannun’s

murder for a sum of $100,000.
Rpart T4 SAN®T & Sadbdisll & SR, RGO SRITRT H Tl = T YR “TRBRY

T g1ea & Iy B fhan, foFe IR | AFT oI § fh 3 WRd &) o g
%ﬁrﬁwﬁﬂ(RAW)ﬁgﬁ,ﬁ, 3R 1,00,000 STeR H UFH &I 5T & fo1T U i &1 Fgad
|

e Mr. Yadav, who was arrested in December 2023 in Delhi in a separate case of kidnapping
and extortion, has been out on bail since April 2024, and is expected to appear for his next
hearing later this week on February 20, according to his lawyers.
faeT=r g1ea, o feiar 2023 # feehl & Srug=ur 3NR Sav- axfell & Us SreT qMa o
RUAR forar Tar o1, 3sie 2024 T FTHTAE W § 3R 3% ahidl & STIR 9 3T TETE 20
TRER DI SATC Aars | U= 3|

e In court last Friday, Mr. Gupta, who had thus far pleaded “not guilty”, made an unexpected
appearance, and pleaded guilty to the three counts — murder-for-hire, conspiracy to
commit murder-for-hire, and conspiracy to commit money laundering.
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The External Affairs Ministry refused to comment on the developments in the New York
court.

fad=T varmer < g Srerad | g3 37 gersil R fewnft v | 376R & fam|

Gupta’s consular access

w1 B HigeR Ugd

In his pleadings, Mr. Gupta told the judge in the Southern District of New York court that in
2023 he “agreed with another person” to murder a person in the U.S., and delivered
$15,000 as an advance for the job.

3ot gaftell o, St T[T A Ui & AISe- fSRede & Jarad o <R ®f gam i 2023 §
I2 3f¥eT o Uw wafadd o) g & forg “fopeft o aufery & wewfer S oft oI 59 faw
i ¥u H 15,000 STeR T U

Mr. Gupta will face the court again on May 29 for sentencing.

off T 29 WS B AT & g fR T Sfarad o I U= 8|

It is unclear, however, whether he has confessed his guilt in lieu of a lesser sentence as part
of a larger agreement with the U.S. Attorney’s office, which would involve his cooperation
in the investigation or as an “approver”.

BT I8 Wy 181 § o 1 Iei MR sret-if srafey & Y & 58 gwsha & d8d &9
T & d&a YT IR WHBR fHar 7, s S o I g a1 “3ry@wy & U & Yfier
M BT qhell g

“The FBI will continue to aggressively defend the homeland against any foreign adversaries
who target our citizens for exercising their constitutionally protected rights,” FBI Assistant
Director in-charge James Barnacle said in a statement after the guilty plea, and said Mr.
Gupta facilitated a “foreign adversary’s unlawful effort to silence a vocal critic of the Indian
government”.

Twatang 3 gl fagzh faRiferal & fade <=1 31 sihe U Y &7 a1 [/ Sl gAR
AR BI I HAUTIP USRI BT TR FH3A & U =11 91 €, 29 WHR B &
I1C R 9919 H THhEISHTS JTas FRIgRIe (U S aTHed o $el 3R g & ot qar 3
YR TR & U YR 3D &I g0 I & e T fad=ht favieht & sy v o
GG Bl

The government has denied any knowledge or involvement in the plot to kill Pannun, which
Canadian officials say is linked to the murder of Hardeep Singh Nijjar in Canada in June
2023.

WBR = U B g1 D! AiforT H fovedt off STt o wferedan 9 SR a1 8, ol $reTg
BT T 2023 & FHTST H TR Rig FreR &t g1 9 I871 9914 B

With Mr. Gupta choosing to waive the requirement of a trial in the U.S., the focus of
investigators would turn next to the prosecution of Mr. Yadav, who has an FBI “wanted”
notice out for him.

off T GRT SMATRST T YahgH B SMa=adhdl A e I & dlg, Siaddisi &I & 39 fasr=r
IgTed & A W Higd g, e faame vwdtens &1 «gifsa Aifeg o g1

According to a second indictment filed by the U.S. Attorney’s office in October 2024, Mr.
Gupta took orders from Mr. Yadav, and exchanged messages on organising the killing of
Pannun, who is wanted in India on terror charges.

JFEER 2024 H AP Tl HRATAT GRT GRR GIX ARIY-UF & IR, ot et = off Area
I a1 forg 3TR UgH & 5 &1 AR Bl AHR TSR BT SMeH-UeH o, ot YRa &

TP alg & AR H Fifa 3|
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Araghchi in Geneva for talks as IRGC

beﬁns drills near the Strait of

Iran’s Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi arrived in Ge-
neva for a second round of
nuclear talks with the U.S.
and technical discussions
with the International
Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) amid heightened
tensions in the Persian
Gulf, as Washington has
sent a second aircraft car-
rier to the region, threaten-
ing to use force against the
Islamic Republic if diplo-
macy fails.

While the U.S. and Iran
are expected to hold talks,
mediated by Oman, in the
Swiss city on Tuesday, the
naval forces of the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) have started
military drills near the
Strait of Hormuz, a key
chokepoint that connects
the Persian Gulf with the
Arabian Sea through the
Gulf of Oman.

Iranian mockup imitating a U.S. aircraft carrier being encircled by
speedboats during a drill near the Strait of Hormuz. FILE PHOTO

“I am in Geneva with
real ideas to achieve a fair
and equitable deal. What is
not on the table: submis-
sion before threats,” Mr.
Araghchi wrote in a social
media post. IAEA chief Ra-
fael Grossi later said he had
“in-depth technical discus-
sions” with Mr. Aragchi
ahead of Tuesday’s “im
portant negotiations”.

Iran suspended access
for the IAEA to its key nu-

clear facilities after Israel
and the U.S. bombed them
in June 2025.

Mr. Araghchi had met
Steve Witkoff, U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s West
Asia envoy, and other offi-
cials for nuclear talks on
February 6 in Muscat,
Oman’s capital, and agreed
to continue discussions.

Meanwhile, the IRGC on
Monday started “live-fire
intensive drills” named

Hormuz

‘Smart Control of Hormuz
Strait’ under the supervi-
sion of chief commander
Major General Mohammed
Pakpour.

The drills aim to test the
readiness of the IRGC Na-
vy’s operational units and
review  support  pro-
grammes and scenarios in
the face of “possible secur-
ity and military threats” in
the strategic Strait of Hor-
muz, reported state-run
Press TV.

“A rapid, decisive, and
comprehensive response
by the IRGC’s operational
forces in the face of anti-se-
curity plots in the mari-
time arena is at the core of
the operational exercises
of the units participating in
the drill,” it said.

This is the second mili-
tary exercise the IRGC Na-
vy is conducting since ten-
sions  started  rising
between Iran and the U.S.
last month.

Araghchi in Geneva for talks as IRGC begins drills near the Strait of Hormuz

ﬁﬁl?ﬁmmﬁamﬁsmamﬁﬂ,WGm@ww%mecﬁamw

e Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi arrived in Geneva for a second round of nuclear
talks with the United States and technical discussions with the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) amid heightened tensions in the Persian Gulf, as Washington has sent a
second aircraft carrier to the region, threatening to use force against the Islamic Republic if

diplomacy fails.

S & 3e=r w3l SreaT 3RTa foraT ug, Sigl ge el M1 & 1Y URAT] ardl &1
IR R 3R 3 RHTY] SHoll Tl (IAEA) & 1Y Th-ich! T 8141 8, T8 98 BIRY
aﬂa@ﬁa&ﬁw%aﬁae‘rw% s ARt = &= T gIRT fauFaTgs Uid 9ol § 8iR
Wﬁﬁwsﬁwmﬁﬁuﬁm%ﬁaﬂwwmaﬁw&%l

e While the U.S. and Iran are expected to hold talks, mediated by Oman, in the Swiss city on
Tuesday, the naval forces of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) have started
military drills near the Strait of Hormuz, a key chokepoint that connects the Persian Gulf with
the Arabian Sea through the Gulf of Oman.

el FTaR & 9 WeR # A & Aeaiar § 3MR®T 3R 33 & &9 ardi 8- & 3HIT g,
CEESSIEED S B (IRGC) B TS SHEA A TRYA TASHTHH & U
TG 3N L= PR (U E, S R B! WISt B! 3R IR I 3NAH B @IS & TR Siig
el U Hgayqul a1l gl

o “l am in Geneva with real ideas to achieve a fair and equitable deal. What is not on the table:
submission before threats,” Mr. Araghchi wrote in a social media post. IAEA chief Rafael
Grossi later said he had “in-depth technical discussions” with Mr. Araghchi ahead of
Tuesday’s “important negotiations”.
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e |ran suspended access for the IAEA to its key nuclear facilities after Israel and the U.S.
bombed them in June 2025.

[ 2025 T SURTEA ST SHRPT GRT THIRT P S1G 33 = U Y WA faersi b

IAEA %1 Ugd fdifad &R < 2|

e  Mr. Araghchi had met Steve Witkoff, U.S. President Donald Trump’s West Asia envoy, and
other officials for nuclear talks on February 6 in Muscat, Oman’s capital, and agreed to
continue discussions.

A SRTEE A 6 WA BT ST ! A FEpe § ARG Ul SiHTes ¢u S ufyy Tk
gd Wa faesiw @ik 3 AReREl § wum] ardf 1 3R == oIkt @ R JgHfd & |

o Meanwhile, the IRGC on Monday started “live-fire intensive drills” named ‘Smart Control
of Hormuz Strait’ under the supervision of chief commander Mohammed Pakpour.
3§19, IRGC 7 YHAR & T HHISI HIgHIG UTHYR &I IR T THIE deld 316 gy
e A1 Y “ATSd-BRIR Te TR [F o |

e The drills aim to test the readiness of the IRGC Navy’s operational units and review support

programmes and scenarios in the face of “possible security and military threats” in the
strategic Strait of Hormuz, reported state-run Press TV.

I AT U St o SR, 3 31T BT I5 - UMD J SIS HEH | “YHifad
TRET 3R J WRYP & TR IRGC AT 1 aR=a gamrgal ot @ Sird R IHYA
FHRIwH 7 uRexdl @ e sl

e “Arapid, decisive, and comprehensive response by the IRGC’s operational forces in the face
of anti-security plots in the maritime arena is at the core of the operational exercises of the
units participating in the drill,” it said.

T A T TRERRIN T F T IRGC FY UReTe 180 gRT @R, Rufas ok
AT Ufafehar 71 3nal &1 g &, Raie & a1 |

e This is the second military exercise the IRGC Navy is conducting since tensions started rising
between Iran and the U.S. last month.
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A budgetary signal as banks cannot bear it all

udget 2026 has initiated, albeit limited,

some important shifts in India’s approach

to financial-sector reform. There are
proposals to introduce a market-making
framework for corporate bonds, develop
total-return swaps and bond-index derivatives,
establish an Infrastructure Risk Guarantee Fund,
and recycle Central Public Sector Enterprises
(CPSE) real estate assets through dedicated Real
Estate Investment Trusts (REIT). But all these
reflect an implicit recognition of a deeper
structural problem: Indian banks are shouldering
risks that functioning markets absorb elsewhere

Overburdened balance sheets

When Indian banks struggle, weak governance,
political interference, and poor risk management
are the usual explanations. Each contains some
truth. Taken together, however, they miss the
larger issue. Over time, India has asked its banks
to bear risks that, in more mature systems, are
priced, traded, and distributed through markets.
This has quietly overburdened bank balance
sheets and made the financial system more fragile
than it needs to be.

The problem begins with a structural
imbalance. India has built a reasonably deep
government bond market, supported by the
Reserve Bank of India and a predictable issuance
framework. Government securities outstanding
are close to 90% of GDP, comparable to many
large economies. The same cannot be said of
corporate bonds. At around 15%-16% of GDP,
India’s corporate bond market is less than half
the size of China’s and barely a quarter of that in
the United States or Germany.

This gap matters because economies do not
stop needing long-term finance simply because
markets are missing. When bond markets are
shallow, someone else must step in. In India, that
“someone” has been banks.

Today, banks carry roughly 60%-65% of all
non-financial corporate debt, compared with

Saumitra Bhaduri

is Professor, Madras
School of Economics

There is an
attempt in
Budget 2026 to
rebalance India’s
financial system
by moving risks
away from
banks and

into markets

about 30% in the U.S. and 40% in Europe. The
difference is not managerial skill or prudence; it
is architecture. Where markets can price and
redistribute credit risk, banks lend selectively.
Where they cannot, banks become the default
warehouse for risk.

Vulnerability and recapitalisation

This is not what banks are designed for. Banks
fund themselves largely through short-term
deposits and are sensitive to confidence. Yet, they
are expected to finance projects such as
highways, power plants, ports, and telecom
networks that take 15 years or 20 years to
generate cash flows. This mismatch in duration
forces banks into extreme maturity
transformation, increasing vulnerability to
shocks.

The consequences have been visible and
costly. When projects stalled or cash flows
disappointed, losses were not absorbed gradually
by markets. They landed abruptly on bank
balance sheets. The fiscal cost followed. Since
2017, the government has injected more than ¥3.2
lakh crore into public sector banks. These
recapitalisations stabilised the system, but they
also quietly transferred private credit losses onto
the public balance sheet. This is the hidden tax of
a bank-centric financial system.

There is also a less visible opportunity cost.
Capital tied up in long-term corporate loans is
capital that is not available to small firms,
exporters or first-time borrowers. This helps
explain a familiar paradox that even after
repeated clean-ups and capital injections, bank
credit to small and medium enterprises remains
constrained.

India’s corporate bond market remains shallow
by international standards. Bonds outstanding
amount to less than 15% of GDP, compared with
over 80% in the U.S., around 55%-60% in
Germany, and 45%-50% in China. Issuance is
overwhelmingly through private placements,

as banks cannot bear it all

RNfP 6 I O T8 781 IR dHd

e Budget 2026 has initiated, albeit limited, some important shifts in India’s approach to

financial-sector reform.

ownership is concentrated among a narrow set of
institutional investors, and secondary market
liquidity is weak. Households and foreign
investors play only a marginal role, and issuance
is heavily skewed toward top-rated firms. With
such limited depth and participation, the bond
market cannot meaningfully absorb or price
credit risk.

The concentration of risk in the balance sheets
of banks also weakens monetary policy
transmission. When interest rates rise, banks
already burdened with long-term credit
exposures are reluctant to pass on higher costs
fully; when rates fall, impaired balance sheets
constrain fresh lending. The uneven adjustment
of long-term borrowing costs despite changes in
policy rates reflects this distortion. In contrast,
deep bond markets transmit policy signals more
smoothly as yields reprice across maturities and
portfolios rebalance.

No corporate debt market
The core issue stems from the absence of a
corporate debt market that can effectively
distribute long-term credit risk. Without a deep
bond market to distribute exposure across
institutional and long-term investors, credit risk
remains concentrated on bank balance sheets.
Thus, the measures announced in Budget 2026
are an attempt to correct a long-standing
structural imbalance. By improving corporate
bond market liquidity, introducing hedging
instruments such as total-return swaps, providing
partial credit guarantees through the
Infrastructure Risk Guarantee Fund, and
expanding the stock of market-ready assets
through REITSs, the Budget gestures towards
reallocating risks away from banks and into
markets. Whether this shift gathers momentum
will determine whether India’s financial system
becomes more resilient or continues to rely on
banks as the economy’s shock absorber of last
resort.

Fole 2026 = YRA & fawiig &F YR & BP0 F Wit afdh Aeaqul seamd IR BT g
e There are proposals to introduce a market-making framework for corporate bonds,
develop total-return swaps and bond-index derivatives, establish an Infrastructure Risk
Guarantee Fund, and recycle CPSE real estate assets through REIT.
v TRE s, quT cpsE fYaa twe uftwufmEt & REIT & A1 ¥ gHdlhd

SWPIRCRR
P b UG A B |

o But all these reflect an implicit recognition of a deeper structural problem: Indian banks are
shouldering risks that functioning markets absorb elsewhere.

Q1 T Tuft T e AT T &1 Wipid g2id & fb URA 9 39 Sifaw &t 3ot
T2 ¢ O 370 STET IR STeIR a8 ovd &

Overburdened balance sheets

Siferutiva ddw =i

¢ When Indian banks struggle, weak governance, political interference, and poor risk
management are the usual explanations.

T HRATT 8 FaY HYd 8, O HHSIR U, ISP gy 3R TWRIT SiEH yae

AT SR ST S g |

e Each contains some truth, but together they miss the larger issue.

FTH PO IR &, WY e 1t 4 98 58 31 el ubsd |
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e Overtime, India has asked its banks to bear risks that in mature systems are priced,
traded, and distributed through markets.
T & I HRA A 30 St A I FIRAH DY 98 HIA BI BT forg [ Rid gonferas &
TR & ATeAH | Yedited, Sy iR faafvd faar s g |

e This has quietly overburdened bank balance sheets and made the financial system more
fragile.
TN gUA S9! Ft 999 e W i Te7 3R faxita youmeht siftre ueik 8 TS

e The problem begins with a structural imbalance.
T $1 Y3 Th WREAATD SRAgaA 3 gheit ¢

¢ India has built a reasonably deep government bond market, supported by the RBI and a
predictable issuance framework.
Wgwﬁﬁ%wﬁmﬁmm%,mm&néﬁvﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬁwwzh
ISR

e Government securities outstanding are close to 90% of GDP, comparable to many large
economies.
TRETY ufayfeat T GDP & 90% & TRIeR 8, SNl s do Adcqawrsii & JHH g |

e The same cannot be said of corporate bonds, which are around 15%-16% of GDP.
Qfp PIURe divs & T U1 16T HaT off Thal, S TTHT GDP & 15%-16% ¢ |

e India’s corporate bond market is less than half of China’s and barely a quarter of the U.S.
or Germany.
YRA BT HIARC d1s IR 99 & MY T W HH 3R 3N a1 St & eTHT U TS &
TR

e This gap matters because economies still need long-term finance even if markets are
missing.
g SR Hegayul § i IoR HHSIR g4 W o} srfcqawn &1 Srfwiferes fam ot srazgemar
B el

e When bond markets are shallow, someone else must step in — in India, banks.
I sis II9R YT gIaT 8, of fopsdt 3 ) MY ST USaT 8 — HRA W 9 |

e Today, banks carry roughly 60%-65% of all non-financial corporate debt, compared with
30% in the U.S. and 40% in Europe.
3{TST dd TTHIT 60%-65% NR-faita wIuive H01 98- Fxd 7, STaier SAN®T & 30% 3R TR
T 40% g

e The difference is not managerial skill, but financial architecture.
g SR YU DI BT o1 afewh fai T T BT ¢

o Where markets can price and redistribute credit risk, banks lend selectively; where they
cannot, banks become the default warehouse for risk.

el SO Shfee HIfEH $T geaie 3R TAfavur 63 Yeod & g6] S Tg-1eTD B ¢d ¢,
3R STgT 781 HR Tahd d8T o G BT YBT USR & 91 ¢ |

Vulnerability and recapitalisation

e This is not what banks are designed for.

g 98 B e & e oy ¥ s=me e §

e Banks fund themselves largely through short-term deposits and are sensitive to
confidence.

o Tq: SeUahTiad ST 3 fIquiitd g1d & iR fayr & ufd Jag-=ia 8id |
e Yet they are expected to finance projects such as highways, power plants, ports, and
telecom networks that take 15—-20 years to generate cash flows.

o5 ot 9 wrorun, faeTelt waa, dee iR gRETR Aeay® o Uoidey & fax & &
30eM H1 St ], o A<} varg o H 15-20 9 & B
e They landed abruptly on bank balance sheets.

3 1Y 9% 399 e R e fiR|

e The fiscal cost followed.
3P dIC ITSTHINIY ARTd 3775 |
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Since 2017, the government has injected more than ¥3.2 lakh crore into public sector
banks.

2017 ¥ TRHR 3 Tl & P 961 § 3.2 aRG HIS T 3AfUP S 3

These recapitalisations stabilised the system but transferred private credit losses onto
the public balance sheet.

1 gAYSitaun 3 yoneht &1 RRR frar afes fslt o g1fa &1 ardef~e ad9 e w
RN B fean

This is the hidden tax of a bank-centric financial system.

I8 Jp-Higd fafta wormreht o1 fsur gem e 2

There is also a less visible opportunity cost.

% HH fewrs ¢ ardlt 3w anTa i g

Capital tied in long-term corporate loans is not available to small firms, exporters, or first-
time borrowers.

Irde1fere wraive Boi § tat golt B duf~mal, Fatas! ik Tu surRsaten & forg
RENCEHRGRI

This explains why even after clean-ups and capital injections, bank credit to MSMEs
remains constrained.

I8! HRUT § fob GURT SR Yoit a9 & a8 1t MSME &t 9 o1 Hifta ar g |

India’s corporate bond market remains shallow by global standards.

AT TS & STIR YR BT BIURE a1 IroiR o} oft Iuem g1

Bonds outstanding are less than 15% of GDP, compared with 80%+ in the U.S., 55-60% in

Germany, and 45-50% in China.

gﬁ’-—s FA GDP & 15% | HH &, STaih SARPT A 80%+, S & 55-600, 3R HT & 45-50%
I

Issuance is mainly through private placements, ownership is concentrated, and secondary

market liquidity is weak.

SRIHRU TR: WTgde Wi 3 BI1 8, WIfta Wdbisd 8 ok s e #Y arerar
FAAR 5|

Households and foreign investors play only a marginal role.

W e 3R faesh fawe Saa W Yfdrer Ry B

Issuance is heavily skewed toward top-rated firms.

SRR PRegd: S I arelt dufat ao Wt g

With such limited depth, the bond market cannot effectively absorb or price credit risk.

S T TR & Y S-S IR hise AT BT et Geaidp=1 a1 SaRNYT 78] B ATl
The concentration of risk on bank balance sheets weakens monetary policy transmission.

do 999 e R ST &1 THg0r Hifge AT P TR ) FHER HRATg |

The core issue is the absence of a corporate debt market capable of distributing long-term
credit risk.

T AT U U HIURe BT TR B U § of Sreaiiers sfse sifew o faalka
Cagica

Without a deep bond market, credit risk remains concentrated on bank balance sheets.
e 91 SIOR & {31 hfde ifem ¥ Saw e R Hfga g

Thus, Budget 2026 measures aim to correct this structural imbalance.

SO ToIC 2026 & SURI I WD SRAGe D! JURA &1 TN ¢ |

Measures include improving corporate bond liquidity, introducing total-return swaps,
partial guarantees via Infrastructure Risk Guarantee Fund, and expanding REIT assets.
70 PIUNE 9IS avadl 9¢MH1, Sed-fYed WU, F3IpReRR R TRE %, 3R REIT
iR &1 fawr i g

These steps aim to shift risk from banks to markets.

DT I SIGH B! 9] T TOTRI BT 3R RIHTARd PIAT R |
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continues relying on banks as the shock absorber of last resort.
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Can India overtake Bangladesh in EU textile exports?

As Bangladesh prepares to lose its Least Developed Country trade advantage, Indias new EU deal could help level the tariff playing field in the sector

| DATA POINT |

Anwesha Basu
Arnab Chakrabarti

steadily losing ground in glo-

bal export markets. In con-
trast, Bangladesh has woven to-
gether a remarkable export
success. Given the recently signed
India-EU Free Trade Agreement
(FTA), and with Bangladesh poised
to lose its Least Developed Coun-
try (LDC) status, this is an oppor-
tune moment for India’s textile
industry.

Within the textile value chain,
India’s exports to the EU remain
concentrated in intermediate pro-
ducts - particularly yarns and fa-
brics — rather than in finished gar-
ments such as T-shirts, shirts, and
trousers. Bangladesh’s exports far
exceed India’s in two readymade
garment categories in particular —
knitted or crocheted garments
(such as T-shirts, jerseys, pullov-
ers, sweaters, and cardigans) and
woven garments (such as suits,
jackets, trousers, dresses, and
shirts). For knitted/crocheted gar-
ments, India’s share of the EU’s to-
tal imports declined from nearly
6.5% in 2009 to about 4.4% in 2023
(Chart 1A). Bangladesh's share
rose from just 6% in 2000 to 13% in
2009 and 26% by 2023.

A similar pattern is seen in the
woven garments trade too (Chart
1B). For woven garments, India’s
nominal export value to the EU fell
in absolute numbers from a peak
of about $3.5 billion to $2.9 billion.

To understand why Indian gar-
ments have not been able to com-
pete with Bangladesh in the EU
market, we compared the average
per-unit price of Bangladesh’s ma-
jor export commodities. From Ta-
ble 2, it is clear that India’s unit va-
lues are consistently higher across
all products. This may indicate the
following: First, India may be ex-
porting more value-added, better-
quality garments, which allows it
to charge higher prices. However,

l ndia’s textile sector has been

its low market share reveals that
the EU’s demand for such pro-
ducts is limited relative to mass-
market apparel, suggesting that
‘premium positioning’ (if at all)
alone cannot drive volume. Se-
cond, and more likely, is that high-
er prices may reflect structural dis-
advantages: higher production
costs, less integrated supply chains
and logistical inefficiencies.

Furthermore, the tariffs faced
by Indian and Bangladeshi pro-
ducts are radically different (Chart
3). Bangladesh, as a LDC, has en-
joyed duty-free, quota-free access
to the EU under the Everything
But Arms (EBA) scheme. Crucially,
this zero-tariff access applies even
when garments do not meet the
EU’s standard ‘double transforma-
tion” requirement. This means
Bangladesh can import fabric from
anywhere in the world, stitch gar-
ments domestically, and export
them to the EU at zero duty. India,
lacking such preferential treat-
ment, has faced EU Most Favoured
Nation (MFN) tariffs of around 12%.

Internal factors also matter. Ov-
er the past three decades, Bangla-
desh has unilaterally and consis-
tently promoted the garment
sector. India’s approach, by con-
trast, has been fragmented. Yet,
the balance may be poised to shift.
Two major structural breaks are
on the horizon.

First, Bangladesh is set to lose
its EBA benefits in 2029. This
would mean the end of automatic
duty-free access to the EU, with ap-
parel exports potentially facing
MFN tariffs of around 12%. Bangla-
desh is then expected to seek en-
try into the EUs Generalised
Scheme of Preferences Plus
(GSP+), which offers zero tariffs on
roughly two-thirds of tariff lines,
including textiles. However, GSP+
comes with stricter rules of origin
(RoO) and safeguard provisions.
As Bangladesh is heavily reliant on
other countries (including India)
for fabrics, this could mean that
Bangladesh’s garments may not sa-
tisfy GSP+ RoO for duty free entry.
Bangladesh, will of course, try its

best to negotiate its way out of this
clause. Historically, EU has main-
tained its stance on the double
transformation criteria. In case it
continues to do so, Bangladesh
will be at a serious disadvantage. If
competition is price-driven, then
Bangladesh may lose its market
share. If, on the other hand, Ban-
gladesh’s primary advantage
comes from supply-chain integra-
tion, then it could still retain domi-
nance in the face of higher tariffs.

The recently finalised agree-
ment grants India duty-free access
to the EU’s textile markets, subject
to the double-stage processing re-
quirement. Since India’s textile in-
dustry is already relatively vertical-
ly integrated — most of the yarn
and fabric used in apparel produc-
tion is manufactured domestically
— the double-stage requirement is
not likely to be an impediment for
Indian textile exports. As a result,
Indian exporters are well-posi-
tioned to meet stricter rules of ori-
gin without major restructuring.

Taken together, these changes
create a rare window of opportun-
ity: narrowing of Bangladesh’s pre-
ferential advantage and reduction
of India’s tariff disadvantage. Tex-
tiles remain one of the largest em-
ployers in Indian manufacturing,
spanning both formal and infor-
mal enterprises, yet the sector has
failed to create employment op-
portunities in recent years. Reviv-
ing textile exports, particularly to
high-income markets like the EU,
could act as a much-needed tonic
for India’s employment crisis. The
question is whether India is finally
ready to tailor a strategy that fits,
capturing market share with cost-
competitive production, vertical
integration, and a coherent indus-
trial policy. The recent experience
of Vietnam’s apparel exports,
which saw a surge post the signing
of the EU-Vietham FTA in 2020, is
indicative of the opportunities on
the horizon for India.

Alooming shift?
The data for the charts were sourced from the World Integrated Trade Solution
by the Werld Bank
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CHARTS 1A & 1B: India's and Bangladesh's shares in the EU’s import basket for
knitted/crocheted garments (1A) and woven garments (18) (in %)
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TABLE 2: Unit value comparisons of major export commodities (in § per unit)

Commodities Vear | Bangladesh | india
T-shirts {knitted/crocheted) 2023 26 335
T-shirts (knitted/crocheted) 2024 24 29
Jerseys (knitted/crocheted) 2023 6.4 75
Jerseys (knitted/crocheted) 2024 6.02 6.3
Men’s suits, jackets, trousers (waven) 2023 9 13.4
Men'’s suits, jackets, trousers (woven) 2024 92 125
m(zﬂrs::]i suits, jackets, dresses 2023 75 a5
me:f suits, jackets, dresses 2024 25 a5
Men's shirts (woven) 2023 7.5 10.4
Men’s shirts (woven) 2024 74 1014

CHART 3: Tariffs (in %) imposed by the EU on India and Bangladesh for garments

Tariff on India's knitted garments

Tariff on Bangladesh's L
knitted garments

Tariff on India's woven garments

Tariff on Bangladesh's woven garments -

Anwesha Basu and Arnab Ci
Assistant Professors in the Department of
Economics, FLAME University
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Can India overtake Bangladesh in EU textile exports?

1 YR R 9 &) o fFrafa & siaew #) i sis g 82

e As Bangladesh prepares to lose its Least Developed Country trade advantage, India’s
new EU deal could help level the tariff playing field in the sector.

S g AT 31U SIeUTIP R S TTUR ATH ! Wi B IR B 8T 8, HIRd BT =741
W T FHFaT 59 &8 § Yo ufawul & dgfera o3 & e R 9o |

India’s textile sector and global export markets

YRA BT 9% &7 3R Afy® FFafa e

¢ India’s textile sector has been steadily losing ground in global export markets.
YRA $T 9% & IS Tl IoRT & AR ST =T @l 38T 8|

e |n contrast, Bangladesh has woven together a remarkable export success.

Y& fuid aiveTewr 3 Swea-a Frafd Swadr sikia &1 2|
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Within the textile value chain, India’s exports to the EU remain concentrated in intermediate
products — yarns and fabrics rather than finished garments such as T-shirts, shirts,
trousers.

I g el & URd $1 39 b FHafa Tora: auadl 3arg — o4mm ok sust 8 $fd g, 7
fo daR gfeur S -3¢, =1, TR T

Bangladesh’s exports far exceed India’s in two readymade garment categories — knitted
or crocheted garments and woven garments.

daR ufvem &t g AN — gA/BIR ufvurs ok g1 U SUSt § Iiaey &1 fatd YRa 3
Hel 3 B

For knitted/crocheted garments, India’s share of EU imports declined from 6.5% (2009) to
about 4.4% (2023).

FA/PIR TR § URA 31§ 31T FRIGRT 2009 H 6.5% H Uedh 2023 H 4.4% I T |
Bangladesh’s share rose from 6% (2000) to 13% (2009) and 26% (2023).
AR B IFRERT 2000 H 6% | TEBT 2009 H 13% MR 2023 T 26% Bl T8 |

A similar pattern is seen in woven garments trade.

1 g¢ uve amuR & +ft ¥ € e S

India’s export value to EU for woven garments fell from $3.5 billion to $2.9 billion.

1 U IRYTH & T YRA &1 §9 $i Frafd g 3.5 3R STk & geHR 2.9 3RT SR 6
Tl

India’s per-unit price is consistently higher across products.

YR &1 U 318 Hed Gt Irel & 9raR e 2|

This may indicate India exports more value-added, higher-quality garments allowing
higher prices.

TE Tobd ¢ ThaTl § 6 URA 31 Yo aftfa 3R 3= urasn arat ufvem ot ozar g v
= PAd e g

However, low market share shows EU demand for such products is limited relative to mass-
market apparel.

AP HH IR R e 8 i g H T Iae! &t A S arr=a aRe= &t o o
fera g

More likely, higher prices reflect structural disadvantages — higher production costs,
less integrated supply chains, logistical inefficiencies.

3 FUTaT § fb St Hid RIS SR — ARIF e anTd, 4 TPIPpd myfef
YadT, AISTRC D & B! TN & |

Tariffs faced by India and Bangladesh are radically different.

YR 3R IATC TR T dTel eb I ave AT |

Bangladesh, as an LDC, enjoyed duty-free, quota-free access to EU under EBA scheme.
LDC 81H & HRUI SHAIGR &I EBA TSI & dgd 39 8 Y[eh-Jad 3R Hiel-Jad Ugd el |
This zero-tariff access applies even without meeting double transformation rule.

I8 Y Yoo JaYT ST SrABIHRE s 91 fasu fomm off g gt 81

Bangladesh can import fabric globally, stitch garments domestically, and export to EU at
zero duty.

AR gF+raT | FUST M, <% H Riars SR - Yoo W 39 fafa &= awar gl

India faces EU MFN tariffs around 12%.

YR 1 §F BT TIHT 129 THEHTA e o1 TSl 2|

Internal factors also matter — Bangladesh has consistently promoted garment sector over
three decades.

3ffaRe R ot Heayul § — arare™ 3 A gl J ufRem &= &) TR serar fear g
India’s approach has been fragmented.

YR &1 PP faEfsa wia!

Yet, the balance may shift with two major structural breaks ahead.

iR 1t S 9T S IS WIATHS Jgaral 3 RIS gaat I 21

First, Bangladesh is set to lose its EBA benefits in 2029.

Ugdl, SIS 2029 § U EBA ATH & 37|

This would mean the end of automatic duty-free access to the EU, with apparel exports
potentially facing MFN tariffs of around 12%.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page29



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

a1 o BT Y W T Yewb-Had WA BT 3id, 3R IR fafd IR TTHT 129 THUWTA
e A7 Gl 8|

Bangladesh is then expected to seek entry into the EU’s Generalised Scheme of
Preferences Plus (GSP+), which offers zero tariffs on roughly two-thirds tariff lines
including textiles.

TP S ST §Y BT GSP+ IS H G BT WU BT, Sl T 3)-forerd 2R ars=i
TR Y e UM Rl ¢, orad awd of e
However, GSP+ comes with stricter Rules of Origin (RoO) and safeguard provisions.
Wesm%mﬂa»—%qaﬁw (RoO) 3R JR&T UG 31 § |
As Bangladesh is heavily reliant on other countries including India for fabrics, its garments
may not satisfy GSP+ RoO for duty-free entry.
Fip I HIS P T YR Afga g = R R 8, 39 uke™ csp+ & ga fFaat
P RT AE] B UG |
Bangladesh will try to negotiate its way out, but historically the EU has maintained the
double transformation criteria.

AT S T & forg arat sy, dfe UiasRie ©U 9 §9 7 s9d@ giawiaRH Haq
Y @1 &
If this continues, Bangladesh will face a serious disadvantage.
e U1 oI’} X7 o) Sivee s &f 1R g gl
If competition is price-driven, Bangladesh may lose market share.
gfe; gfceaef Saa smurid 36T @ Sieres IR fFeR @l 9% g |
If its advantage comes from supply-chain integration, it may still retain dominance despite
higher tariffs.
%ﬁmwummmﬂw@f%ﬁaﬁﬁm%wuaﬁmwm

I
The recently finalised India-EU agreement grants India duty-free access to EU textile
markets subject to double-stage processing requirement.
BT &1 | 3T WRA-3g Ivgid § URd B $g 9% JTolR § Yeb-Had U e §, 9rd
Saq-R« NARGT frad g E
India’s textile industry is already vertically integrated, with most yarn and fabric produced
domestically.
YR &1 I I U U & SR FU A TPipd ¢ 3R s «mm g wust e A §
T |
Thus, the double-stage requirement is not likely to be an impediment for Indian exports.
Yo saa-¥ed faw YRdia fFrata & forg arur =8t s
Indian exporters are well-positioned to meet stricter Rules of Origin without major
restructuring.
YR Frafas se ga fFraal &t fo1 98 9ead & R H1 A 9em €1
Together, these changes create a rare window of opportunity — narrowing Bangladesh’s
preferential advantage and reducing India’s tariff disadvantage.
ﬁuﬁaﬁm;?;}amgﬁuwﬁaaﬂ%% FAAIGY & IR ATY B HH HIAT R YR B
EEH

Textiles remain one of the largest employers in Indian manufacturing, across formal and
informal sectors.

|
Yet, the sector has failed to create employment opportunities in recent years.
R 1t 5T & il & T8 & TSR Yo § SRI%d T8 7 |

Reviving textile exports to high-income markets like the EU could act as a tonic for India’s
employment crisis.

%‘qaﬁﬁ 37T 918 TR} H 9 Fafd 9@ YR & SR Have P fore siufy a9 gavar
I

The key question is whether India is ready to capture market share through cost-
competitive production, vertical integration and coherent industrial policy.
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opportunities ahead for India.

39-fagaaTH goa TIR qushdr 2020 & S8 faadm & uRur fafd 3 asht o, St URa &
o ufawr & SrawRf &1 Ydha 3|

Vietham’s apparel exports surged after the EU-Vietnam FTA (2020), indicating

Copper is pricing scarcity at a time of plenty

Reuters
LONDON

Don’t panic. The world
hasn’t run out of copper,
despite the many warnings
of imminent shortfall that
have accompanied its rally
to all-time highs.

Indeed, the amount of
copper held by the world’s
big three metal exchanges
is above the 1.1 million me-
tric ton mark for the first
time since early 2003.

While the tariff trade en-
sured CME warehouses in
the United States account-
ed for much of the invento-
ry increase last year, both
London Metal Exchange
and the Shanghai Futures
Exchange warehouses are
also experiencing acceler-
ated inflows.

Global exchange inven-
tory has surged by
3,00,000 tons since the

Precious metal: U.S. imports of refined copper reached 1.45
million tons in the first eleven months of 2025. ap

start of January, indicating
that copper’s super-
charged price rally has
curbed manufacturing de-
mand. The gap between
speculators’ great expecta-
tions and current reality
yawns ever wider.

CME copper stocks re-
gistered a net decline on
Thursday for the first time

since late October in a sign
that last year’s relentless
build has lost momentum.

The threat of U.S. im-
port tariffs on refined cop-
per, deferred until June,
led the CME duty-paid cop-
per price to trade at a wide
premium over the LME’s
international price at times
in 2025. Traders shipped

massive amounts of physi-
cal copper to the United
States to lock in the easy
profits from what was an
unprecedented arbitrage
opportunity.

U.S. imports of refined
copper reached 1.45 mil-
lion tons in the first eleven
months of 2025, a year-on-
year increase of over
600,000 tons.

Much of that metal
found its way to CME ware-
houses, lifting exchange
stocks from 85,000 tons at
the start of 2025 to
5,36,000 tons today.

The momentum is stall-
ing, however.

Tariff threat

The CME premium has
evaporated as the market
re-assesses the likelihood
of U.S. import tariffs. The
rationale of U.S. import de-
pendency looks less con-

Copper is pricing scarcity at atime of plenty

WERAT & JHY q1dT HHI B BIAG 79 R 38T 8

shortfall that have accompanied its rally to all-time highs.
qﬁlgﬁmﬁﬁlﬁﬁﬁﬁ@é% Yo g NepTe STl acb 3TP! BIHal BT doit &
Y amsraﬁtﬁ‘qﬁﬁéaﬁﬁm 3ms gt

million metric ton mark for the first time since early 2003.

IRaa T, T & i Y9 99 YT UaRToll & U HIS[E did &1 AT 2003 61 YH3ATd & d1G
Teel R 1.1 A fite ca I S 2|

vincing now the country
has so much inventory.

U.S. arrivals continue,
but are being redirected to
LME warehouses in Balti-
more and New Orleans,
where registered stocks
have risen from zero to
4,950 and 21,075 tons res-
pectively over the last
month.

Another 6,450 and
20,665 tons of copper sit in
off-warrant LME storage at
the two ports.

The gravitational pull of
the U.S. premium last year
sucked in 200,000 tons of
copper from China’s bond-
ed warehouse zones but
no one seems to have mis-
sed it.

Shanghai Futures Ex-
change stocks have risen
by 1,27,000 tons to 2,72,475
tons since the start of Janu-
ary. The Yangshan premi-
um, an indicator of import

demand assessed by local
data provider Shanghai
Metal Market, touched an
18-month low of $22 per
ton last month.

Sure, rising inventory
and weak import appetite
are the norm around Chi-
na’s lunar new year holi-
day period.

Year of the Horse

But the Year of the Horse
only starts next week and
Shanghai exchange stocks
are already higher than last
year’s seasonal peak.

Moreover, China seems
to have enough surplus
metal to help replenish
LME stocks.

Chinese brands of cop-
per accounted for 70% of
LME-warranted stocks at
the end of January and ar-
rivals are taking place daily
at LME warehouses in
South Korea and Taiwan.

Don’t panic. The world hasn'’t run out of copper, despite the many warnings of imminent

Indeed, the amount of copper held by the world’s big three metal exchanges is above the 1.1

While the tariff trade ensured CME warehouses in the United States accounted for much of

the inventory increase last year, both London Metal Exchange and the Shanghai Futures
Exchange warehouses are also experiencing accelerated inflows.
I SARDT &

SI81 Yo AR A Ig YA o 1o fod af HeRr gia &1 531 few wga
CME%E%%W aﬁmﬁmmﬁwﬁvwﬂwﬁmﬁa%ﬁa@ﬁlﬁéﬁﬁ@r
KiCE7 |

Global exchange inventory has surged by 3,00,000 tons since the start of January, indicating
that copper’s supercharged price rally has curbed manufacturing demand. The gap between
speculators’ great expectations and current reality yawns ever wider.

ST B Y3 T A TRIES SR 3,00,000 T ¢ 7T €, O &RITAT & b dfd &t O
Frorct 81 Ao Y SeATeT Wi 1 v b 2 Tearell & ot 3Uemaf 3R IIH arRafadsdr
& S BT SR 3R 9 T 5|

CME copper stocks registered a net decline on Thursday for the first time since late October
in a sign that last year’s relentless build has lost momentum.

CME & TieT 48R ¥ AR &I TR & 3id & 91G Ygdl aR Y& FRIGC Gol Bl 715, S Hobd
2 & fge af 3t FRER Jeiadt &t i >\ <& B
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Top 5 Producers of Copper

1. Chile

» World’s largest copper producer (dominates global supply)

* Produces about 25-27% of world copper

» Major mines — Escondida (largest copper mine in world), Chuquicamata
* Located in Atacama Desert region

2. Peru

* Second largest producer globally

*» Major mines — Cerro Verde, Las Bambas
» Andes Mountains major copper belt

3. Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)
* Third largest producer
» Copperbelt region (Katanga) very rich in copper-cobalt deposits

4. China
* Fourth largest producer
* Also world’s largest copper consumer and refiner

5. United States (USA)
» Fifth largest producer
» Major region — Arizona (Morenci mine one of largest in North America)

GS Paper Il: S&T,
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India’s flagship Al summit
opens to massive crowds;
matter of pride, says Modi

T

NEW DELHI

After months of promotion
as India’s flagship artificial
intelligence event, the five-
day Al Impact Summit was
inaugurated by Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi on
Monday, drawing over-
whelming crowds and
packing Bharat Mandapam
to capacity as thousands
thronged the venue.

Officials had widely pu-
blicised the summit, host-
ing pre-event programmes
across several Indian cities
and abroad. Those efforts
appeared to pay off on
Monday, with nearly every
accessible part of the
sprawling 100-acre com-
plex filled with attendees.

“We have more than 2.5
lakh registrations,” Minis-
try of Electronics and In-
formation Technology
(MeitY) Secretary S. Krish-
nan said on the sidelines.
Entry to the event is free
upon registration, and visi-
tor passes have been over-
subscribed, Mr. Krishnan
said.

In a post on X, Prime Mi-
nister Modi said, “The Al
Impact Summit will enrich
global discourse on diverse
aspects of Al such as inno-
vation, collaboration, res-
ponsible use and more. [
am confident that the out-
comes of the summit will
help shape a future that is
progressive,  innovative
and opportunity-driven.”

Mr. Modi visited the ex-
hibition, posting on X af-
terward that it was “a mat-
ter of immense pride for us
that people from all over
the world are coming to In-
dia for the India AI Impact
Summit,” and that the “oc-
casion is further proof that

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the inaugural event of Al
Impact Summit at Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi on Monday. AN

our country is progressing
rapidly in the field of
science and technology”

The summit featured ov-
er 100 events, excluding
those that were not lives-
treamed. In the long exhi-
bition hall complex, over
400 booths were active,
spanning industry, acade-
mia, startups, and global
tech giants.

Logistical challenges

However, the event was
not without hitches — ma-
ny attendees complained
online about overcrowd-
ing, long queues at food
courts, where some ven-
dors reportedly refused
digital payments. Some
outlets ran out of ingre-
dients and could not res-
tock quickly enough to
meet demands. Some visi-
tors said drinking water
was difficult to access.

In the afternoon, parts
of the venue were cleared
for security sanitisation,
leading to exhibitors being
asked to vacate at short
notice. One exhibitor com-
plained online that weara-
ble devices brought for dis-
play were stolen. Access to
several areas was also res-
tricted later in the day, re-
sulting in long queues at

entry and exit points.

There were, however,
some novel arrangements.
A quick-commerce plat-
form set up grocery and
snack drop-off points
across Bharat Mandapam,
while an online food order-
ing and delivery company
facilitated food deliveries
within the complex. Digi
Yatra was piloted at entry
gates, enabling attendees
to use facial recognition for
automated access.

Mr. Modi is scheduled to
address the plenary ses-
sion on Thursday, when
the event will be closed to
general visitors. Keynote
speakers that day include
OpenAl CEO Sam Altman,
Microsoft president Brad
Smith, and Google Deep-
Mind CEO Demis Hassabis.

While NVIDIA CEO Jen-
sen Huang’s highly antici-
pated visit was cancelled, it
is unclear if there were any
other cancellations. Form-
er Microsoft CEO Bill Gates
was pulled from an online
speakers’ list, but officials
did not respond to queries
on whether Mr. Gates, who
was in Amaravati earlier on
Monday, would attend.

RELATED REPORTS ON
» PAGE 5

India’s flagship Al summit
opens to massive crowds;
matter of pride, says Modi

YR T WA T3HTs AR
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e Al Ilmpact Summit will
enrich global discourse on diverse
aspects of Al, such as
innovation, collaboration,
responsible use.

e The summit featured
over 100 events, excluding those
that were not livestreamed.

fRRaR gwie= # 100 @ Siftre

STRIPHH M A, 37 BRAGH B
Wﬁ' Sff TS a¥HA T8 fobT T
|

e Inthe long exhibition
hall complex, over 400 booths
were active, spanning industry,
academia, startups, and global
tech giants.

Digi Yatra was piloted at entry
gates, enabling attendees to use
facial recognition for automated
access.

a9 gRI WR f&sit g &1 urere
forar T, food Sufya am
iR RefRE & e
Tgferd TRl o) I |

e Mr. Modi is scheduled to
address the plenary session on
Thursday, when the event will be
c;ﬁ)fq?%to gen%alq:\éifsito%

TRdR a7
TSI B ard 8, od Brdewy
ATHT TGP & T dg |

e Keynote speakers that
day include OpenAl CEO Sam
Altman, Microsoft president
Brad Smith, and Google
DeepMind CEO Demis
Hassabis.

39 & qe1 aanaii o
NuEas & Wan a9
3fee, AISHIATTE &b el

s Ry, 3R Te Sumrss & Wan SRy grafaw wfde €1
¢ While NVIDIA CEO Jensen Huang’s highly anticipated visit was cancelled, it is unclear if
there were any other cancellations.
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e Former Microsoft CEO Bill Gates was pulled from an online speakers’ list, but officials did
not respond to queries on whether Mr. Gates, who was in Amaravati earlier on Monday,

would attend.
Ud argehiaTye Age faa N &1 sifars- aaarsii @ It ¥ gel faar T, dfd=

SBT3 TR HaTell T SIa1d g} fadT o VAR S Ugel SERTad! & Hiog o o ied
PRIHH B =MIAS g1 A1 g1 |

Single genome-editing strategy

can help treat multiple disorders

Nonsense mutations account for about a quarter of all known disease-causing genetic changes: each one halts a different protein at a different point,

creating a range of disorders: developing a separate treatment for each is a slow and expensive process: a new study has found a way around this

Manjeera Gowravaram

enetic disorders often stem
from small errors in the DNA
sequence with major
consequences. Many diseases
like cystic fibrosis and Batten disease can
be traced to changes disrupting the cell's
ability to build a complete, functional
protein. One particularly common culprit
is the nonsense mutation, where a single
incorrect DNA letter inserts a premature
stop signal. When the cell encounters it,
protein production ends too early, leaving
the body without important enzymes,
transporters or structural components.

Nonsense mutations account for about
a quarter of all known disease-causing
genetic changes. Each one halts a
different protein at a different point,
creating a wide range of disorders that, at
present, require separate treatments.
Each therapy needs to be designed, tested
and approved on its own. This is a slow
and expensive process.

A study in Nature recently revealed a
way around this challenge. Instead of
crafting a therapy for every mutation,
researchers from the Broad Institute,
Harvard University, and the University of
Minnesota have developed a method to
address many nonsense mutation
diseases using a single genome-editing
strategy. Their approach, called
Prime-Editing-mediated Readthrough of
premature Termination codons (PERT),
reprogrammes one of the cell's own genes
into a tool to override premature stop
signals, allowing the cell to ignore the
faulty instruction and complete the

protein.

“This study offers an intriguing
proof-of-concept for a gene-agnostic
therapy that could, le, benefit
many rare diseases caused by nonsense
mutations,” Debojyoti Chakraborty,
senior principal scientist at CSIR-Institute
of Genomics and Integrative Biology, New
Delhi, and who wasn’t involved in the
study, said.

Repurposing genes
Cells make proteins by transcribing the
DNA into mRNA, written in a sequence of
three nucleotides at a time; each set of
three is called a codon. Then tRNA acts
like a translator: each one recognises a
specific codon and transports the
matching amino acid, like making a
photograph from its negative. Finally, a
cellular machine called the ribosome
strings these amino acids together, one by
one, to make proteins.

‘The tRNA genes number in the
hundreds. Many of them are redundant
because they perform overlapping
functions, so the loss or alteration of one
of them is often harmless.

‘The researchers used this redundancy
to test whether a non-essential tRNA gene
could be edited into a suppressor tRNA -
a molecule that reads through premature
stop signals and inserts an amino acid
there instead. Laboratories have used
natural suppressor tRNAs for decades but
they have been unsuitable for therapies
thus far due to concerns about their
safety and durability.

Using a precise genome-editing
approach called prime editing, the team

Nonsense mutations account for about a quarter of all known disease-causing genetic changes. GETTY IMAGES

showed that a human tRNA gene can be
rewritten to permanently operate as a
suppressor tRNA while also producing
tRNA at safe, natural levels. This allowed
the edited cell to override premature stop
codons and make full-length proteins
without disrupting global protein
production.

Finding effective candidates
Human cells contain 418 tRNA genes.
With the help of prime editing, the
researchers found that four tRNAs -
called leucine, arginine, tyrosine, and
serine — showed promise to suppress a
premature stop codon called TAG.
However, the natural versions of these
tRNAs weren't good enough for
therapeutic use.

To increase their effectiveness, the

sed i of

The authors present strong laboratory
evidence showing that their
engineered tRNA approach can restore
protein function in multiple models,
which is an important advance
DEBOJYOTI CHAKRABORTY

Senior principal scientist at CSIR-Institute of Genomics
and Integrative Biology

the tightly folded DNA and rewrite the
native tRNA gene into its optimised
suppressor form. Based on the results of
this screen, the team identified a
prime-editing enzyme that they named
PEGc. It proved especially effective at
rewriting the targeted DNA sequence, and
became more efficient when paired with a
strategy called PE3 — which uses an

guide RNA to steer the cell’s

variants of the four tRNA by adjusting
their DNA sequences and by making small
changes to the tRNA structure itself.
These improvements made the tRNAs
more stable and better at decoding
premature stop signals. This multi-step
engineering effort produced several
optimised suppressor tRNAS.

The next challenge was to install them
efficiently into the genome. However,
editing a tRNA gene is difficult because
that part of the DNA is often compact and
tightly folded, making it harder for
genome-editing enzymes to access it.

repair machinery to adopt the edited
sequence.

In cultured human cells, this
combination had 60-80% editing
efficiency, which is unusually high for
multi-base genomic edits. To compare the
snndard m('lhod for preci: gene

repair, is typically 10-20% efficient, or
below, in similar contexts.

Safety tests indicated the process didn’t
accidentally alter unrelated parts of the
DNA, didn’t disturb the cell’s overall
activity or nomul protein production,

To overcome this, the
turned to the specifics of pn e editing.
This technique specialised
molecule called a prime-editing guide
RNA, or pegRNA, to lead the editing
machinery to the correct spot on the DNA
and hold the template needed to write the
new genetic code.

Because the success of this process
depends heavily on the precise design of
the pegRNA, the team created a library of
more than 17,000 different ones and
tested various configurations to identify
the ones that could successfully access

ang d between faulty and
correct instructions. In particular, it
ignored the premature stop signals
causing the disease while still respecting
the natural stop signals that mark the
actual end of a protein.

The researchers called this complete
package PERT. To evaluate its therapeutic
potential, they tested the method in cell
models of Batten disease, Tay-Sachs
disease, and Niemann-Pick Cl disease, all
caused by premature stop codons.

After installing the engineered
suppressor tRNA, enzyme activity in the

Batten and Tay-Sachs models rose to
17-70% of their normal levels. In
Niemann-Pick C1 models, cells produced
measurable amounts of full-length NPC1
protein, which is otherwise absent when
there’s a nonsense mutation.

Results in mice

To evaluate PERT in a living organism, the
team used AAV9 to deliver the
prime-editing components into newborn
mice. AAV9 is a common gene-therapy
vector, a harmless virus repurposed as a
microscopic delivery vehicle to ferry
genetic cargo into cells. The goal was to
use it to convert a natural mouse tRNA
gene into a suppressor tRNA in vivo and
assess its ability to restore protein
production.

In the Hurler syndrome mouse model,
PERT restored 1.7-7% of normal enzyme
activity in the brain, heart, and liver.
While modest, these levels are known to
meaningfully reduce disease severity.
Treated mice also showed better cellular
pathology and no signs of toxicity.

“The authors present strong laboratory
evidence showing that their engineered
tRNA approach can restore protein
function in multiple models, which is an
important advance,” Dr. Chakraborty
said. But he also emphasised the practical
limitations: “Key challenges remain,
particularly around delivery, long-term
safety, and performance across different
tissues, before this strategy can
realistically move toward patients.”

Yet these early successes have offered
some momentum. The first clinical use of
base editing in an individual reported
earlier this year involved a TAG stop
codon. The case showed that established
delivery methods like viral vectors can
carry gene-editing tools into the
necessary tissues. This means PERT has a
viable path to the clinic.

(Manjeera Gowravaram has a PhD in
RNA biochemistry and works as a freelance
science writer. gmanjeera@gmail.com)

Single

genome-editing strategy can help treat multiple disorders
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¢ Nonsense mutations account for about a quarter of all known disease-causing genetic
changes; each one halts a different protein at a different point, creating a range of
disorders; developing a separate treatment for each is a slow and expensive process; a
new study has found a way around this.
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e Genetic disorders often stem from small errors in the DNA sequence with major
consequences.
TARIF fAHR SRR ST S ehd H! BT A T I Bl € foriah 98 uRoma g 7

e Many diseases like cystic fibrosis and Batten disease can be traced to changes disrupting
the cell’s ability to build a complete, functional protein.
B3 I oY TS WIS 3R §e1 IR 37 URad=i A 9IS & off PITAhT B guf 3T
HRATHS WE TTH DT &l S IIId PR ¢ |

e One particularly common culprit is the nonsense mutation, where a single incorrect DNA
letter inserts a premature stop signal.

gg&@m#ﬁwr@m%ﬁmﬁsﬂwmwwa&ﬁmﬁmw‘hmm
|

e When the cell encounters it, protein production ends too early, leaving the body without
important enzymes, transporters or structural components.
ST BRI SHDHT WEAT Bl © dl Wit Fator a9y | ugd & ofrar 8, o IRR Tgayuf
UolTeH, TRIUICR I AREHTHS g U dferd I8 oIl g |

e Nonsense mutations account for about one-quarter of all known disease-causing genetic
changes.
AR IR et 1 I IO HRA AT TR URad=! BT TTHT Th-<ATS B & |

e Each one halts a different protein at a different point, creating a wide range of disorders
requiring separate treatments.
TR TP AT W BT e ffg WA ar 8, S fafie v & fyer sow gk § s
T ST SR SIS 5|

e Each therapy needs to be designed, tested and approved separately, making it a slow and
expensive process.
T JUER B S-S IR, TRIE(0T 3R Wipd 3T Ueel 8, o ug it afiw weht
w5 el 8

e A study in Nature revealed a way around this challenge using a single genome-editing
strategy.
AR T UHIRIG 3T A Uhd Si-H TUTG- IV I $ AT &1 Qa1 Ud b |

o Researchers from Broad Institute, Harvard University, and University of Minnesota
developed a method to address many nonsense mutation diseases together.
Ais TR, gids fayfaemay iR e fayfaeareaa & Muwmaisl 3 w3 AT TR I
& foTT U A1 SRl 3 arett fafd) faiRia &t

e Their approach, called PERT, reprogrammes a cell gene to override premature stop signals
and complete the protein.

3I1d! fAfY PERT HIRIHT & ST B TA-UUTH HR JHAYY €T Gobd Bl SHCHT B I Bl
RIHA &l

e The study offers proof of concept for a gene-agnostic therapy that may benefit many rare
diseases.

ggs{wwﬁﬁq-mawaﬁ&ﬁwmﬂaw%@aﬁgﬁuﬂﬁﬁwﬁw
|

Repurposing genes

S BT QST

e Cells make proteins by transcribing DNA into mRNA, arranged in sequences of three
nucleotides called codons.

FIRGTE FTAT T THREAT F1HR WIS 1 7, RO ofiF gfaaaierss &1 »H dreid
HEAT 8|
e Then tRNA recognises a codon and brings the matching amino acid.

3P 91 FIRTAT DI P! UgaHDHR Jaerd ST 3R Al gl
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Finally, the ribosome joins amino acids to build proteins.

3 o I 3T 3 B SsHR WS 1T 8|

The tRNA genes number in the hundreds, many redundant and overlapping in function.
AIRTTT S AHSI # E1A §, 8 % Uh-qIR $ H1 Bl R ARA B

Researchers edited a non-essential tRNA gene into a suppressor tRNA that reads through
premature stop signals and inserts an amino acid.

Ml ¥ Th TR-3MIGH SIARTAT S B! TUIR EARTAT & Fed 3 st Tagd @i
ohd BT UG ST S OIS ST 8|

Natural suppressor tRNAs were known for decades but unsuitable due to safety and
durability concerns.

WWﬁmmﬁﬁmﬁww&nﬁvwﬁamﬁ%wmﬁﬁ
|

Using precise prime editing, researchers rewrote a human tRNA gene to permanently act as
a suppressor at safe natural levels.

UTSH TFSTET gRT A SSRUAT ST & Rl 9 ¥ WRR & 9 & FRI&d TR R B
W%Wwﬁ%@aﬁﬁmW|

This enabled cells to override premature stop codons and produce full-length proteins
without disrupting global protem production.

SO HIRIBIE THIYE TG BISH B ST X YUl GaTs & Ui 91 9! o1 IR Ui
fmfor & anfdra fag |

Finding effective candidates

YT Inficar] ot @e

Human cells contain 418 tRNA genes.

A4 HIRIHTSH T 418 tRNA ST 81d B

With the help of prime editing, the researchers found that four tRNAs — leucine, arginine,
tyrosine, and serine — showed promise to suppress a premature stop codon called TAG.

wrgH Ui o) wermar ¥ Mudwsdtsl 3 urn fF TR (RNA — wgfiS, sfife, e ik
A — GHIYD €Y BISH TAG B caM B &HaT fd@md B

However, the natural versions of these tRNAs weren’t good enough for therapeutic use.
mﬁtRNA$meﬂW$mmﬁ:@ Dy

To increase their effectiveness, the researchers engineered thousands of variants of the
four tRNA by adjusting their DNA sequences and making small structural changes.
Wuumﬁwaaﬁ%%mﬁﬁahﬁmmémm, 37 ST ST 3R
WRE H Bie uRkad feul

These improvements made the tRNAs more stable and better at decoding premature stop
signals.

S GURT = tRNA &1 3ifres fRIR 9711 3R 900qd T 10 Wdhd Ue & SgeR ol

This multi-step engineering produced several optimised suppressor tRNAs.

X Tg-TRUNT Uil ¥ Hg SAIHIeTd TUIR tRNA T

The next challenge was to install them efficiently into the genome.

ST A S8 Si-H H U 0 I AU BT T

Editing a tRNA gene is difficult because that DNA region is compact and tightly folded.

tRNA ST &1 UG Hid § Hifd a8 SIL-T YR AHTad R B ST AT Sl 5 |

To overcome this, researchers used prime editing with a specialised molecule called

pegRNA.

Y B IR & forg Meycpatant 7 urgH efSFET 3k AR 319] pegRNA &1 Ui faa|

pegRNA guides editing machinery to the correct DNA site and provides the template to write

the new genetic code.

g%NAWMﬁH@WWW@W% 3R 4T MTIARTP HIs fore &1 AT
I

Because success depends on pegRNA design, the team created 17,000+ variants and

tested multiple configurations.
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They identified a prime-editing enzyme named PE6c which efficiently rewrote targeted DNA.
381 PE6C AT UTSH-UISIAT UGS H UgaHT o dféid ST &I JyTdl &4 3 9gal
Efficiency increased further when combined with PE3 strategy using an additional guide
RNA.

PE3 YOI & 1Y 3ifaled M RNA ITINT B3 WR <&fdT 3R §¢ |

In cultured human cells, this combination achieved 60-80% editing efficiency.

TP d AT DIRABISN T T4 A 7 60-80% HUTG G&IdT U B |

By comparison, homology-directed repair typically achieves 10—-20% efficiency or lower.

g ¥, gHcTon-sREREe s RUTR HIRIG: 10-20% S&fdT a1 399 &3 gl g1

Safety tests showed no unintended DNA changes and no disruption to normal protein
production.

IR L0 H 13 3FTITeT Siu-Y URadd= et e ok arar=a wida famfor wvifaa =& gam

The system ignhored disease-causing premature stop signals while respecting natural stop
signals.

JUTTRt A I ITF B a1 THAYG X1 bl Bl G [T Safcs UTpfad Iy Jdval BT
gTeiH foan
Researchers called this complete system PERT.

SMedmdrat 7 39 YUl Yol &1 PERT A &

They tested it in cell models of Batten disease, Tay-Sachs disease, and Niemann-Pick C1
disease.

3 ded I, AR A 3R TH7-fUe c1 AT D1 Arsa & uleror i m|

After installing engineered suppressor tRNA, enzyme activity rose to 17—-70% of normal
levels in Batten and Tay-Sachs models.

SR T 1T FORR tRNA T & &1 g 3R S-S Hied | TuTeH Tiafafy aram=g wR
¥ 17-70% dH §¢ T |

In Niemann-Pick C1 models, cells produced measurable full-length NPC1 protein,
previously absent due to nonsense mutation.

- c1 Aisd d SIRIw137 = A0 qul da1g BT NPC1 Wi S/, S Ugd AM9d
M & HRUT SHJURIT AT

Results in mice

el o ufvomy

To evaluate PERT in a living organism, the team used AAV9 to deliver the prime-editing
components into newborn mice.

Siifdd Sita # PERT o1 Hedich R o oY & 5 AAV9 ST ITTNT PR UTgH-UISTET gea! i
aeiTd ggi § ugarT|

AAV9 is a common gene-therapy vector, a harmless virus repurposed to ferry genetic cargo
into cells.

AAV9 T& I ofF-At AeeR 8, U gI-RIgd arRy o sifRiamreft & sirafre amht
UgaN & forT START fobar ST 3 |

The goal was to convert a natural mouse tRNA gene into a suppressor tRNA in vivo and
assess restoration of protein production.

I UIH AP g &b tRNA ST 1 349-faat ORI tRNA & FgaT 3R widi= fAmfor ot
AT ST Geich] T T

In the Hurler syndrome mouse model, PERT restored 1.7-7% of normal enzyme activity in
the brain, heart, and liver.

ﬁ@wqmmﬁ PERT 9 1.7-7% A TSTeH T & Afkrss, ged iR aopd &
gTRiffid foari

While modest, these levels are known to reduce disease seventy meaningfully.
gTaites &, ugwﬁwﬁﬂmwmwﬁﬁnm@fnﬁaﬁ

Treated mice showed improved cellular pathology and no signs of toxicity.

U= It H dgcR PifRrang fRufa 3R fauraaar & wis Yo 761 i |
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e Dr. Chakraborty said the study provides strong evidence that engineered tRNA approach
restores protein function in multiple models.
ST, Ihadl - HYT [ 39T SRl § o SoNfaR fsam T tRNA d¥iT o8 Afsdl # Wi
P ggTd HeaT 8|

e He also noted challenges: delivery, long-term safety, and performance across tissues
must be resolved before clinical use. ]
I g |l Iar fos feeftast, Srdmifers qRem o fafta Saw! & we=i= orft gt
fFaf e IUaiT I Ugd & et gt

e Early successes have provided momentum for further research.
URMNG Toherarstt 3 S & ™Y & 7fd & B

e The first clinical use of base editing reported earlier this year involved a TAG stop codon.
U 9y RUI< fpu 70 9w ufefen & ugd fafea S & TAG weTu S i oIl

e The case showed that viral vectors can deliver gene-editing tools to required tissues.
T A A foamar & arRe Agex SMaxad Sad! dd Si--guled JUdhRUT Ugdl Adhd & |

e This suggests PERT has a viable path to the clinic.

Ig "ard odl § [ PERT & U fFaf e a@ ugeq &1 saragiive anf 5|

Answerstolf'ebruary 12 quiz: QUIZ: Medicine
1. What Darwin originally studied at University
of Edinburgh’ - Ans: Medicine HMS Beagle

2. Vessel onhoard which Darwin developed his

scientific idas - Ans: Beagle o e Charles Darwin developed many of his foundational
3. Author of essay on population that inspired  gcientific ideas while sailing aboard HMS Beagle during its

Darwin - Ans: Thomas Malthus historic voyage from 1831 to 1836.

4. Scholar who independent arrived at idea of

natural selection - Ans: Alfred Russell e As anaturalist, he studied geology, fossils, plants,
Wallace and animals across South America and the Galdpagos

5. 1871 book where Darwin introduced idea of  |slands, observing variations among species. These
sexual selection - Ans: The Descent of Man observations later helped him formulate the theory of
Visual: Julia Margaret Cameron evolution by natural selection, which he presented in his
First contact: Tamal Biswas | K.N. Viswanathan | landmark book On the Origin of Species in 1859.
Kanakpriya Verma | Prem Raj P. | Appa Rao M.

Thomas Malthus

e Thomas Robert Malthus, an English economist and demographer, wrote An Essay on the
Principle of Population in 1798, arguing that population grows geometrically while food supply
increases arithmetically, leading to struggle for survival.

e When Charles Darwin read Malthus in 1838, he realised that competition for limited resources
could drive natural selection, shaping evolution.

e Malthus’s ideas thus became a key intellectual influence on Darwin’s formulation of
evolutionary theory.

Alfred Russel Wallace

o Alfred Russel Wallace, a British naturalist, independently conceived the theory of natural
selection while conducting field research in the Malay Archipelago during the 1850s.

e In 1858, he sent his manuscript outlining evolution by natural selection to Charles Darwin,
prompting their joint presentation at the Linnean Society of London.

The Descent of Man
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e Charles Darwin introduced the concept of sexual selection in his 1871 book The Descent of

Man, and Selection in Relation to Sex.

¢ In this work, he explained how traits such as bright colours, elaborate displays, and courtship

behaviours evolve because they improve mating success rather than survival.

o Darwin applied these ideas to both animals and humans, arguing that sexual selection played

a major role in shaping human evolution and secondary sexual characteristics.
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NGT gives clearance to Great Nicobar project

The ¥92,000-crore mega project is of ‘strategic,
defence and national importance’, says Centre

Abhinay !!!s!man (HPC) to address certain is-

NEW DELHI

Bench of the Na-
A tional Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) on Mon-

day cleared the way for the
392,000-crore Great Nico-
bar Island mega-infrastruc-
ture project, noting that
“considering the strategic
importance” of it and “oth-
er relevant considera-
tions”, “we do not find any
good ground to interfere”.

It disposed of applica-
tions related to the envi-
ronment clearance (EC) for
the project, with a direc-
tion to authorities “to en-
sure full and strict com-
pliance of EC conditions”.

The project includes a
transshipment port, an air-
port, a power plant, and a
township.

The Bench was hearing
a batch of applications re-
lated to the EC, which was
granted in 2022. An earlier
NGT Bench had in 2023
called for the formation of
a high-powered committee

sues concerning the pro-
tection of coral reef colo-
nies, nesting sites of
leatherback turtles, and
the allegation that parts of
the project are located in
ecologically protected
zones.

The applicants argued
that the government had
erred in limiting the terms
of reference for the HPC to
three issues and that the
terms were “factually in-
correct”. They said the is-
sues had not been properly
examined.

The NGT said “adequate
safeguards™ had been pro-
vided in the conditions
specified in the EC, which
the Tribunal had already
refused to interfere with in
its 2023 order. It said the
remaining issues had
“been dealt with” by the
HPC.

‘Balanced move’

“A balanced approach is
required to be adopted
while considering the issue

Green signal

/ , he National Green

Tribunal clears 392,000

w crore Great Nicobar Is-

land mega-infrastructure
project, citing its
“strategic importance”

m The tribunal finds “ne good ground
tointerfere” with the 2022 environment
clearance for the project

W NGT upholds high-powered committee review;

dismisses pet

= The Environment Mi

ns challenging project’s EC sco

directed to protect coral reefs,

undertake coral regeneration, and ensure no shoreline erosion

or loss of turtle nesting beaches

of allowing development of
the port on a strategic loca-
tion and taking adequate
steps to carry out the activ-
ity strictly in terms of the
ICRZ Notification, 2019 in-
stead of prohibiting the ac-
tivity if the objection is
based on apprehension,”
the NGT said in its order.
The NGT Bench, headed
by its Chairperson Justice
Prakash Shrivastava, noted
that it found no error in the
drafting of the terms of re-

ference for the HPC, ad-
ding that the applicants did
not point out “any other
substantial issue”  that
should have been exa-
mined by the HPC.
Further, noting the Un-
ion government’s stance
against public disclosure of
the HPC report, given that
it is “of strategic, defence
and national importance
and has confidential and
privileged information”,
the NGT said, “The above

NGT gives clearance to Great Nicobar project
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e The ¥92,000-crore mega project is of ‘strategic, defence and national importance’, says

Centre

Tribunal disposes batch of applications over I
environmental clearance for the infra project

disclosures reveal that the
project is very important
for India.”

The NGT order said that
to ensure “full and effec-
tive” compliance with the
EC conditions, the Envi-
ronment Ministry “will un-
dertake all measures to
protect the coral reefs
along the coastal stretch
and will also ensure coral
regeneration through
proved scientific method
for regeneration of coral in
appropriate identified
areas abutting the project
areas”.

On erosion of shorelines
of the Great Nicobar Is-
land, the NGT said it “will
be the responsibility” of
the Environment Ministry
to “ensure that on account
of proposed constructions
which includes foreshore
development, there is no
erosion/shoreline change
abutting the project area
and all along the islands”.

“The shoreline of the is-
land will be protected en-
suring no loss of sandy

beaches as these beaches
provide nesting sites for
turtles, bird nesting site
apart from protecting the
islands,” the NGT said.

The applicants had also
submitted that the Envi-
ronmental Impact Assess-
ment for the project was
conducted for just one sea-
son, as opposed to three
seasons as mandated by
regulations.

On this, the NGT noted
the government’s submis-
sions that “since there is no
high erosion site in Anda-
man & Nicobar, therefore,
three-season data is not
required”.

Further, on the issue
that parts of the project en-
ter the Coastal Regulation
Zone-1A, the NGT took note
of submissions that ground
truthing of the project
areas had been conducted
and that the “High Po-
wered Committee, after
due verification, has found
that no part of the Project
area is in CRZ-IA area™. The
NGT also ruled that the

‘Adequate safeguards’ provided in EC norms,
no good ground to interfere, finds Bench

“doubt” expressed by the
applicant is “expelled” by
the conditions already pre-
sent in the EC.

While the project’s envi-
ronmental clearance was
under challenge before the
NGT, aspects of the pro-
ject’s forest clearance are
currently under challenge
before the Calcutta High
Court.

Local opposition
The locals — the Nicoba-
rese and the Shompen
(both Scheduled Tribes) —
have alleged that their
rights on forest lands
which are supposed to be
used for the project had
not been settled., and have
more recently accused the
Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands administration of
“coercing” them to surren-
der their ancestral lands.
Referring to the pro-
ceedings underway before
the Calcutta High Court,
Mr. Jairam Ramesh said,
“that now is the only bea-
con of hope”.

292,000 FRIS ST A URSHT UMHIfAP, X&MT SR AP Ao 31 &, Fx BT Hgl
e Tribunal disposes batch of applications over environmental clearance for the infra project
fesgma =1 Sh1 uRaeHT & vataRuita oot 9SS! afumiell & Wig &1 ueRT fasar

e ‘Adequate safeguards’ provided in EC norms, no good ground to interfere, finds Bench
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e A Bench of the National Green Tribunal (NGT) on Monday cleared the way for the ¥92,000-
crore Great Nicobar Island mega-infrastructure project, noting that “considering the

strategic importance” of it and “other relevant considerations”,

ground to interfere”.

ﬂ@uaﬁaermwwmﬂﬁﬁﬂ)aﬁwdﬂaﬁ@waﬁfgz 000 RIS &t I FPpIaR giu
AT TP TRC IR UGS & 7T IR A1 b 3R a1 b 391 UM srgfra iR
“31 U Tgqsil” Bl ad gU "X &1 H1s 319 YR Tei o 1"

e It disposed of applications related to the environment clearance (EC) for the project, with a

direction to authorities “to ensure full and strict compliance of EC conditions”.

",

we do not find any good

URor ! qaiavuiia A9t @) I It AMfudmisfl &1 FHUeRT HRd gu ISRl &I gt
T1al @1 guf 3R He18 A ura= A v o1 s iz )

e The project includes a transshipment port, an airport, a power plant, and a township.

3 gREe | giafkiode uid,
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o The Bench was hearing a batch of applications related to the EC, which was granted in 2022.
e 2022 7 &t TS 3 O ISt Aframiar & THE B AR B 6t A

e An earlier NGT Bench had in 2023 called for the formation of a high-powered committee
(HPC) to address certain issues concerning the protection of coral reef colonies, nesting
sites of leatherback turtles, and the allegation that parts of the project are located in
ecologically protected zones.

2023 ® TG Bt Ueh Jd Uls 3 HIve S Siatf-ral o JRefl, dead Hgsil & giaar
R sﬁwﬁuﬁw%w%@%mﬁi@%wﬁmﬁ%ﬁaﬁémﬁq@@
F gAY & e Sty afufa @ i) & e o1 dw faar i

e The applicants argued that the government had erred in limiting the terms of reference for
the HPC to three issues and that the terms were “factually incorrect”. They said the issues
had not been properly examined.
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The NGT said “adequate safeguards” had been provided in the conditions specified in the
EC, which the Tribunal had already refused to interfere with in its 2023 order. It said the
remaining issues had “been dealt with” by the HPC.

TSt 3 gt b St A Freia <l # “uated qRam Sure R u §, A4 2023 & amew
TEIET Y U< B STPR b1 S b1 5; AW He | ! Tl = “Fraer fear g1

‘Balanced move’

~igferd wew

“A balanced approach is required to be adopted while considering the issue of allowing
development of the port on a strategic location and taking adequate steps to carry out the
activity strictly in terms of the ICRZ Notification, 2019 instead of prohibiting the activity if the
objection is based on apprehension,” the NGT said in its order.

TASICT A 30 SHIGR H BT b I0fae RIT IR d678 & b BT 3Afd R [daR ard
T Heferd eI ST SMTaRged g 3R Fad MRIHT & YR WR TG TR A T &
9 ICRZ HTRRGEHT, 2019 & T8d YATW HEH I3 S A1 |

The NGT Bench, headed by its Chairperson Justice Prakash Shrivastava, noted that it
found no error in the drafting of the terms of reference for the HPC, adding that the
applicants did not point out “any other substantial issue” that should have been examined
by the HPC.

Srerrel =qragfd weTRT Haraa &t e et Teie! s A wal i TauiRi & st &
TR W E e e uré ¢ SIR eMdae! A U1 VS 37a Hew@qut ger e Sar o wadd
D ST AT Tl
Further, noting the Union government’s stance against public disclosure of the HPC report,
given that it is “of strategic, defence and national importance and has confidential and
privileged information”, the NGT said, “The above disclosures reveal that the project is very
important for India.”

U RO & grdee Gad & [avG $% TRBR & $@ Bl Ieoid B gu—Hidh Jg
U, T&T SR AP Tgea Hi § 3R 39 o= 3R fRiwiler e smerRr 3—
TSiET 3 FET, “37 audl § WP  fb g ufkaeT 4Rd & fo 9gd deagui g1
The NGT order said that to ensure “full and effective” compliance with the EC conditions, the
Environment Ministry “will undertake all measures to protect the coral reefs along the
coastal stretch and will also ensure coral regeneration through proved scientific method for
regeneration of coral in appropriate identified areas abutting the project areas”.

TASIET STeRT B 8T T [ S9! /dll & “Yut 3R YHTIY UTeH & fore uafamur wavera adia &=
o HRA TR 31 e 3 TH Iur B 3R uikaer aet 9§ T Iuged fafed ot # g
ATIS TS I SRA o= AT S
“The shoreline of the island will be protected ensuring no loss of sandy beaches as these
beaches provide nesting sites for turtles, bird nesting site apart from protecting the
islands,” the NGT said.

TSIICT 5 g, “GId B deXWT D1 & B AU difds ¥t TS del dT Joard = g, Rl g
gdﬁﬁ%*sﬁﬂmm 3R uféral & ST RIS USH HRd ©, A1 & g Bt JRem off aRa

"
The applicants had also submitted that the Environmental Impact Assessment for the
project was conducted for just one season, as opposed to three seasons as mandated by
regulations.

3fraga! = ug ot wal i aRaerr & fore wafaRor gure snee ot & orguR i wiawl &
IO Had Teb HIGH & o fosar ma|
On this, the NGT noted the government’s submissions that “since there is no high erosion
site in Andaman & Nicobar, therefore, three-season data is not required”.

T IR TSI A IR S Saiidl BT Ieerd 3631 o Sisur iR FdpiaR 3= Fera =
TR 7, SHT d-HRIH BT ST HaH Tei 5l
Further, on the issue that parts of the project enter the Coastal Regulation Zone-1A, the
NGT took note of submissions that ground truthing of the project areas had been conducted
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and that the “High Powered Committee, after due verification, has found that no part of the

Project areais in CRZ-IA area”.

D AT, TRIASHT & $© 58l & PIRed VAR 9iH-1T T 3 & g, R TASCl A FHal
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The locals — the Nicobarese and the Shompen (both Scheduled Tribes) — have alleged
that their rights on forest lands which are supposed to be used for the project had not been

settled., and have more recently accused the Andaman and Nicobar Islands
administration of “coercing” them to surrender their ancestral lands.

SC to take a fresh look at pleas on
ex post facto eco clearance regime

| AT

NEW DELHI

A three-judge Bench of the
Supreme Court on Monday
decided to take a fresh look
at writ petitions and ap-
peals concerning ex post
facto environmental clea-
rance of construction and
public projects across the
country.

The Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India (CJI)
Surya Kant scheduled the
case for a detailed hearing
on February 25. The CJI
said the court would not
tolerate any adjournments
on that day.

A Division Bench of the
Supreme Court had struck
down the Centre’s grant of
ex post facto or retrospec-
tive environmental clea-
rances (ECs) as a “gross il-
legality” and an
“anathema” in a judgment
on May 16, 2025.

However, a subsequent
three-judge Bench of the

The CJI said the court would

not tolerate any adjournments
on February 25.

court had recalled the May
16 judgment in a majority
verdict delivered in No-
vember 2025.

The majority opinion
for the three-judge Bench
authored by Chief Justice
(now retired) B.R. Gavai
had concluded that the
continued operation of the
May 16 judgment would
have a “devastating effect”
and “thousands of crores
of rupees” invested in
building and infrastructure

projects would “go to
waste”. Justice K. Vinod
Chandran had backed his
view, forming the majority
on the Bench.

Justice Ujjal Bhuyan, the
third member of the
Bench, had however re-
corded a sharp dissent. He
had termed the majority
view as an “innocent ex-
pression of opinion” which
overlooked the “very fun-
damentals of environmen-
tal jurisprudence”.

The majority opinion of
Chief Justice Gavai and Jus-
tice Chandran had, while
recalling the May 16 judg-
ment, ordered the writ pe-
titions, to be “restored to
file”. On Monday, petition-
ers, led by senior advo-
cates Sanjay Parikh and
Gopal Sankaranarayanan,
argued that the majority
opinion of November 2025
authored by Justice Gavai
had only recalled the May
2025 judgment without ex-
pressly giving an authorita-

tive finding on the validity
of the two Office Memoran-
dums (OMs) of 2017 and
2021, which had formed
the bedrock on which the
government had worked
the ex-post facto environ-
mental clearance regime.

The majority judgment
in November 2025 had re-
corded that the Division
Bench which struck down
the OMs did not have the
benefit of several judicial
precedents before pro-
nouncing their verdict on
May 16.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Steel Authority of India,
submitted that the May
2025 had put several signif-
icant public projects on
hold, including an airport
in Karnataka. Senior advo-
cate P. Wilson and Tamil
Nadu Advocate General
P.S. Raman submitted that
a 218-crore cancer hospital
project was also halted
abruptly.

SC to take a fresh look at pleas on ex post facto eco clearance regime
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A three-judge Bench of the Supreme Court on Monday decided to take a fresh look at writ
petitions and appeals concerning ex post facto environmental clearance of construction
and public projects across the country.
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A Division Bench of the Supreme Court had struck down the Centre’s grant of ex post facto
or retrospective environmental clearances (ECs) as a “gross illegality” and an
“anathema” in a judgment on May 16, 2025.
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‘Godless’ lake
in Japan
warns of
climate crisis

Agence France-Presse

he Japanese priest and his
T parishioners gathered before
dawn, hoping that climate change
had not robbed them of the chance to
experience an increasingly rare
communion with the sacred.

The few dozen men, most in their
sixties, were headed to Nagano’s Lake
Suwa in search of a phenomenon called
“God’s Crossing” that has gone from
reliable to elusive in recent decades.

Known as “miwatari” in Japanese, it
occurs when a crack opens up in the
frozen lake surface, allowing shards of
thinner ice to break through and form a
ridge where local deities are believed to
Cross.

For centuries, the priest of the nearby
Yatsurugi Shrine has led an annual watch
for the crossing, contributing to a unique
record of a changing climate.

This year’s watch began on January 5,
with Kiyoshi Miyasaka — a priest in Japan’s
Shinto religion - leading the flock. One
man carried a worn flag, another a giant

The God’s Crossing has not
appeared since 2018, and a study
indicates that this is because
morning temperatures

have failed to fall enough

for the lake to freeze over

axe. They set out with hope, despite a
seven-year stretch in which the God’s
Crossing has not appeared once.

“This is the start of the decisive 30
days,” Miyasaka told them.

But as they neared the water, dark and
choppy in the pre-dawn light, Miyasaka’s
staple smile disappeared. “How pitiful,”
he said, lowering a thermometer into the
water.

Miyasaka’s predecessors noted when
the entire lake surface froze, and when
the miwatari appeared. More recently,
priests have added temperature readings
and ice thickness. Consecutive records
date all the way back to 1443.

SRl

“The chronicle shows data taken at a
single location over hundreds of years,
and thanks to it, we can now see what the
climate was like centuries ago,” said
Naoko Hasegawa, a geographer at Tokyo’s
Ochanomizu University. “We find no
other meteorological archive comparable
to it.”

The God'’s Crossing has not appeared
since 2018, an absence that both scientists
and believers attribute to climate change.

Traditionally, the ice ridges were
believed to represent the path of a god
crossing the lake to visit his goddess wife.
Scientists explain them a little differently:
they appear if the lake surface freezes
entirely, which requires several days
below minus 10°C.

The ice lid contracts and expands with
temperature fluctuations between night
and day, opening cracks that fill with
shards of newly frozen lake water. They
crash against each other, producing a
distinctive roaring sound, and sometimes
rise to eye level.

Takehiko Mikami, who has studied the
phenomenon with Hasegawa, remembers
seeing it in 1998: “The surface froze
completely to about 15 cm thick. We could
walk all the way across the lake to the
other shore,” said the professor emeritus
at Tokyo Metropolitan University.

His research shows the crossing
appeared almost every winter until the
1980s, but since then morning
temperatures have often failed to fall
enough for the lake to freeze over.

For a time, this year’s season brought
hope. On January 26, after weeks of frigid
dawn observations, Miyasaka and his
flock recorded a full freeze, smiling in
delight as a chunk of ice was carved for
the priest to measure. But the surface
melted days later before the God’s
Crossing could appear.

‘Godless’ lake in Japan
warns of climate crisis
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God’s Crossing at Lake
Suwa
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(God’s Crossing)

e The Japanese priest
and his parishioners gathered
before dawn, hoping climate
change had not robbed them
of a rare sacred experience.
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I TG gt Ui 3rgya et
EiRic]

e The men were headed
to Nagano’s Lake Suwa to

search for the phenomenon
called “God’s Crossing”.

d RT ARTHET $1 dh JaT off 3§
Y i “God’s Crossing”
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e Known as “miwatari”,
it occurs when a crack opens
in the frozen lake surface,
forming a ridge believed to be
crossed by local deities.

“miwatari” W?ﬂﬁ areit g

e For centuries, the priest of Yatsurugi Shrine has led an annual watch, creating a unique

climate record.
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This year’s watch began on January 5 led by Kiyoshi Miyasaka, a priest of Shinto religion.
3T a9 Bl FRF 5 Sad) & fparsh framarer, s R ol & o 8, % 79a & g3
They carried a flag and a giant axe, despite a seven-year absence of the crossing.
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Miyasaka called it the start of the decisive 30 days.

firarareT A 4 fHurfae 30 f &1 gFema waTl

Near the water, he measured the temperature and said “How pitiful” seeing the dark
unfrozen lake.

O & U Ugadhs S-ei+ argd 37T 3R 3itd &1 st 1 T@a “fopaen gae” Fall

Records of freezing and miwatari date back to 1443, later including temperature and ice
thickness.
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I

Researchers say this chronicle provides a unique centuries-long climate dataset.
SMyHarsi & AR I8 Hera Afedl BT SFIET Taar] SeT e  oxdl g

The crossing has not appeared since 2018, linked by both believers and scientists to climate
change.

g U 2018 ¥ 7181 85 7, O 9a1q SR axfe gl srerarg ufads ¥ Sied g
Traditionally, the ridge symbolised a god crossing to visit his goddess wife.
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Scientifically, it forms only if the lake freezes fully after several days below —10°C.

IS T I g8 qft §77aT1 § 519 P 131 aob dgHH =10°C ¥ 9 76 W et g ke |
Wd|

Ice expands and contracts with temperature changes, creating cracks filled with newly frozen
shards that collide and roar.
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Professor Takehiko Mikami recalled seeing it in 1998 when ice was 15 cm thick and people
could walk across the lake.
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|

His research shows it appeared almost every winter until the 1980s, but warming reduced
freezing.

31 UMY & AR T8 1980 B GRIB ddh THIHT 82 Tl H faxdrs oar T, i daqH 964 9
SHAT HH 81

On January 26, observers recorded a full freeze, but it melted before the crossing formed.
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Transitioning to green steel
4GS Iil: Environment  SENRMQB ]

ndia’s path to net-zero
emissions by 2070 will
depend heavily on how
quickly it scales production
and consumption of green steel, as
steel remains one of India’s largest
industrial sources of emissions.
The materials we use to build our
future must strengthen our
progress, not undermine it.

With this in mind, the Ministry
of Steel constituted 14 task forces
bringing together industry leaders
and technical experts to
systematically map the sector’s
decarbonisation levers. Their
work covered the full spectrum of
transition pathways, which helped
create a roadmap for accelerating
low-carbon steel production.

But many members saw a
barrier: the “green premium.”
Producing green steel carries high
upfront costs for manufacturers.
Bridging this gap requires targeted
fiscal support for producers in the
early years. GST rationalisation
and time-bound fiscal incentives
can help producers manage the
transition. Does this mean that
using public procurement to boost
demand for premium green steel
is an unworkable strategy?

A manageable increment
It is important to distinguish
between the producer’s additional
cost and the actual burden on
public procurement. Our analysis
showed that even when green
steel carries a premium, the effect
on large infrastructure projects is
minimal. Steel typically accounts
for about 18% of large
infrastructure projects, which
form the bulk of public sector
capex in India. As a result, even a
30% premium on green steel, and
exclusive use of green steel by
public sector infrastructure,
translates into an increase of
roughly 5.5 % in overall project
costs. As not all public
infrastructure projects will switch
to green steel in the medium term,
assuming a 20% rise only results in
a 1.1% rise in the budgets of public
works such as highways.

This is a manageable
increment, especially when seen
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India possesses
a clear
opportunity: the
technology
exists, the green
premium is
manageable, and
the market is
ready

Transitioning to green steel

B 33UTd P 3R IHHT

as insurance for national
economic security. India faces
dual pressures from the EU
Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism and volatile prices of
coking coal imports, which exceed
50 million tonnes annually and
expose us to price shocks that
affect trade balance and industrial
stability. Transitioning to green
steel helps bypass carbon tariffs
while insulating national projects
from fossil fuel price volatility.

Global experience offers a clear
template for aligning policy with
market reality. Japan’s Green
Purchasing framework shows that
green procurement must work
alongside fiscal incentives, pairing
demand mandates with
production support so industry
can respond at scale. California’s
Buy Clean model highlights how
strict carbon benchmarks and
verified disclosures create
traceability and reduce
administrative risk. Building on
these lessons, India has
introduced a dedicated Green
Steel Taxonomy with a 3-, 4-, and
5-star rating system that ranks
steel by emission intensity,
providing the carbon “nutrition
label” the market lacked.

Building on the taxonomy and
stakeholder consultations, the
Ministry undertook initial steps to
institutionalise green steel public
procurement mandates. However,
the proposal awaits final approval
from key stakeholders, including
the Ministry of Finance, largely
due to concerns around the green
premium and verifiability.

The way forward

At the heart of this delay is a trust
deficit. Today, a procurement
officer has no reliable way to
distinguish a certified green TMT
bar from a conventional one.
Addressing this challenge is
possible. By leveraging the existing
Made in India QR code
infrastructure alongside the
Quality Council of India’s
accreditation system, Green Star
ratings could be embedded into
product verification. This would
allow procurement officers to

instantly confirm the carbon
credentials of a product.

Other administrative hurdles
can be addressed through targeted
reform. For example,
procurement frameworks should
shift the focus from the lowest
upfront price to a broader
definition of value for money that
recognises sustainability and
national economic interest. In
parallel, the Schedule of Rates,
which guides public works
estimates, must explicitly include
certified low-carbon steel. Today,
green steel may be treated as a
deviation because carbon
intensity is not recognised as a
standard quality parameter.
Codifying it would enable officers
to procure sustainable materials
without administrative risk.
Building the capacities of the
procurement official, handholding
them and evangelising the need
for GPP with the States are critical.

Second, our Production Linked
Incentives and green hydrogen
missions must be aligned with
procurement tenders. If the state
is subsidising the production of
green steel, it must also act as the
anchor customer for that output.
This alignment ensures that
private incentives are harmonised
with the public for good.

While a 3-star benchmark
provides a practical starting point
for adoption, procurement policy
should also clearly signal a shift
towards 4- and 5-star steel over
time. A roadmap that
progressively tightens standards
after 2030 would encourage
industry to invest in higher-grade
low-carbon production.

India possesses a window of
opportunity: the technology
exists, the green premium is
manageable, and the market is
ready. A practical strategy is to
launch focused pilots through
centralised purchasers such as the
Indian Railways. The procurement
scale can create a living lab for
green steel. Now, the Ministries of
Steel, Finance, and Environment
must coordinate to link climate
ambition with financial and
procurement power.

India’s path to net-zero emissions by 2070 will depend heavily on how quickly it scales

production and consumption of green steel, as steel remains one of India’s largest industrial

sources of emissions.
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Producing green steel carries high upfront costs for manufacturers.
W wha Sare o fafarelt & fore = urfie anTa st 81

Bridging this gap requires targeted fiscal su pport in early years.

T 3R &1 UTeH & ol TS auf § aférd Terpdig

TETIdT 3MaH B |

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in )

Page45



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

GST rationalisation and time-bound fiscal incentives can help producers manage the
transition.

GST ahaETTadT 3R THITS ISTH N W8 IATEH! Bl YHAU Yt H Hag B2 udhd g
Does this mean public procurement for green steel is unworkable?

Fa71 39T 31 § fob U Tha & e rdeiie @iie saraeRe 8) 872

A manageable increment

e e

It is important to distinguish between the producer’s additional cost and the actual burden
on public procurement.

IdeH Bt Sffafad AT 3R Fraue T R aRdfa® gl § 3R JHSAT a0 5 |
Analysis showed that even with a premium, the effect on large infrastructure projects is
minimal.

fa=eiooT § uar 9 i Wi 89 R o 98 gfrardt e ufaiemmsil w yura <FaH o
Steel accounts for about 18% of large infrastructure project costs.

W 58 FAare g Wieide arTd &1 @ 18% BIdT ]

Even a 30% green steel premium raises overall project costs by only about 5.5%.

gt I b 30% 41 e Niftrw @ $a uRaeHT anTd FHad T4 5.5% gt 81
Assuming only 20% adoption, public works budgets such as highways rise by about 1.1%.
i Hae 20% YT SITY, T ISTHNT SIY Jrao-db BTl BT Toic Had 1.1% Jgdl 8|

This is a manageable increment and acts as insurance for economic security.

T8 U yaea gfg § 3R onfie gram & g fimr S |

India faces pressure from EU Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism and volatile coking
coal imports exceeding 50 million tonnes annually.

YR R EU P 9187 TSulehe A=y 3R aifife 50 fiferast a1 & siftres sifd sl
TATd B SRR B! BT ga1d g

India introduced a Green Steel Taxonomy with 3-, 4-, and 5-star rating system ranking
steel by emission intensity.

YR A N W SAATH T B} o 3-, 4-, 3R 5-%eR ¥ yummelt I digar & SR
R T Bl ¥ et g

This provides a carbon “nutrition label” for the market.

Ig ISR & AT H16H “TryoT d9d” UeH oxdl g |

The Ministry initiated steps to institutionalise green steel public procurement mandates.
T A WA Wa rdufae Wl sifaridr & TR 89 & HeH 3ol

Today, a procurement officer has no reliable way to distinguish a certified green TMT bar
from a conventional one.

3Tl T WG SMABRT o U FHTOM I TMT IR 3R IR SR & 3R - BT Dl
faseig adieT T8t 5 |

Addressing this challenge is possible.

T A BT JHTYH JHT §

By leveraging the existing Made in India QR code infrastructure alongside the Quality
Council of India accreditation system, Green Star ratings could be embedded into
product verification.

TiSlel AS 39 $7SUT QR BT ATEITAT 3R BRI SR SAT® SFETT AT=rar yoret &1
STANT R U TR IET ST ST TATa § A e S gevdl & |

Production Linked Incentives and green hydrogen missions must align with procurement
tenders.

e fiigs gafed ok M= grssier e & wte fAfaersit & Ty guf<a g1 @t
A 3-star benchmark provides a starting point, but policy should signal transition to 4- and 5-
star steel over time.

3R S URIAYS g 7, Afts Fifa & Twa & 1y 4- 3R 53R W &t 3R YHH0T &1
Tobdl o1 A1
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e A roadmap tightening standards after 2030 would encourage industry investment in higher-
grade low-carbon production.
2030 & 91¢ P8 UMD N B! 3a VTGl Al-H1a- IdTe- H (Haw & forg IR s

e The procurement scale can create a living lab for green steel.
Tie &1 991 Wi wia & fore siaa wam=man sH1 & g1

e The Ministries of Steel, Finance, and Environment must coordinate to link climate ambition
with financial and procurement power.

Td, fast SR atfarur HaTerdl 1 STearg @8a @) faxiia ik @i wfaa @ wite+ & forg
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How district cooling can ease India’s
climate and urban planning troubles

District cooling is a centralised system that supplies air-conditioning to a cluster of buildings. Instead of every building running its own chillers, one

large plant makes chilled water and sends it through insulated underground pipes to many buildings

Manish Dubey
Prasad Vaidya

ith rising temperatures,

longer heatwaves, and a

rapidly growing urban

economy, cooling in India
is rapidly shifting from a lifestyle choice to
a basic need, driving up air-conditioner
use in homes and workplaces. This surge
is now a major part of cities’ power
demand, in turn raising concerns about
blackouts and higher emissions and about
keeping urban areas livable. In this
context, planners and experts are looking
at district cooling as a way to keep people
comfortable while using less electricity
and emitting less carbon.

A central cooler
District cooling is a centralised system
that supplies air-conditioning to a cluster
+ of buildings, like a shared air-conditioner
for an entire neighbourhood or campus.
Instead of every building running its own
chillers or rooftop units, one large plant
makes chilled water and sends it through
insulated underground pipes to many
buildings, much like a public utility such
as piped natural gas or electricity.

Inside each building, this water passes
through heat exchangers, cools the
indoor air by absorbing heat, then returns
slightly warmer to the central plant,
where it's cooled again and sent back into
the network. Buildings therefore don’t
need to install or operate large cooling
systems. They simply draw ‘cooling as a
service” from the network.

Like other utilities, district cooling
usually follows a multi-part tariff: a
one-time connection charge to join the
network, a fixed demand charge based on
the maximum cooling capacity, and a
consumption charge based on actual
cooling energy used.

Efficiency gains

District cooling plants use large,
high-efficiency chillers and cooling towers
to deliver more cooling from each unit of
electricity than individual building
systems. They typically supply chilled
water at about 6-7°C and receive it back at

around 12-14°C, after it has absorbed heat.
Many systems use thermal storage so that
20-40% of the cooling can be produced at
night, when demand and tariffs are lower.

Together, these choices allow well-run
systems to operate roughly twice as
efficiently as many stand-alone building
chillers, cutting electricity use for cooling
by 30-50% and reducing peak demand on
the grid by 20-30%. These efficiency gains
translate into important environmental
benefits. Lower electricity use means
greenhouse gas emissions can fall by
roughly 15-40% while concentrating
equipment in a one unified plant can cut
refrigerant volumes in buildings by up to
80%, reducing leak risks. At the street
level, fewer small outdoor units spewing
hot air outside can also mitigate the urban
heat-island effect.Some districts abroad
have already reported local temperature
drops of 1-2°C where such systems
operate.

‘Water use is often raised as a concern,
especially in water-stressed cities. In
district cooling systems, the chilled water
circulating between the plant and
buildings runs in a closed loop and
consumes very little water. A district
cooling plant of about 10,000 tonnes of
capacity typically requires a little over
one kilolitre of make-up water during
cooling tower operation. Because these
systems are built at scale and centrally
managed, they can also be designed to
use treated sewage or wastewater.

Making sense

All of this connects directly to India’s
National Cooling Action Plan. Using less
power for cooling and shifting part of the
load to the night eases pressure on the
grid, improving energy security and
reducing the risk of outages during
heatwaves, when people most need
cooling.

Lower emissions and easier use of
low/zero global warming potential
refrigerants in central plants support
India’s climate goals and its Kigali
commitments to phase down
hydrofluorocarbons while reliable,
high-quality cooling underpins the
growth of services, IT, hospitals and data

centres in dense urban areas. By freeing
up rooftops and indoor space otherwise
taken up by cooling equipment, district
cooling can also help cities use urban land
better, making it a tool of comfort as
much as climate action and smarter
urbanisation.

District cooling works best where
cooling demand is high, dense, and
predictable. This makes it suitable for
commercial districts, transit-oriented
corridors, airports and aerocities,
hospitals, universities, and IT parks. In
India, Navi Mumbai, Hyderabad’s
financial districts, Ahmedabad’s GIFT
City, and parts of Bengaluru are often
cited as strong candidates because they
combine new development, dense
commercial loads, and planned
infrastructure.

Business case

For operators, district cooling is a
utility-style business with revenue
typically coming from a one-time
connection charge, a fixed demand
charge, and a variable consumption
charge. The model can be financially
attractive if there are enough long-term
customers and city planning offers
certainty about future demand.

For customers, cooling can account for
30-50% of electricity use in many
commercial buildings, and by using
energy more efficiently and sharing
infrastructure, district cooling can cut
operating costs by about 20-40% over the
life of a project.

Not having to install separate chillers
and cooling towers in each building can
also save developers 5-10% of project cost
and unlock 1-2% extra usable or saleable
space. Utility-grade reliability (often above
99.9%) is also a major plus for hospitals
and data centres.

The main concern is the fixed demand
charge: customers pay for reserved
capacity even if the building is partly
empty.

If they over-estimate their needs or
have inefficient internal systems that
waste chilled water, bills can feel high,
making good building design and
right-sizing of contracts crucial.

For electricity utilities, the primary
benefit is lower peak load from
air-conditioning during hot afternoons.
District systems use large, efficient
chillers, benefit from diversity where
different buildings peak at different times,
and often include thermal storage to shift
20-40% of cooling production to the
night, helping flatten daytime peaks. This
allows utilities to avoid or defer new peak
load plants and reduce purchases of
expensive peak power.

Economy of scale

To move to a real network of district
cooling systems, many players need to
work together. Urban authorities should
demarcate district cooling zones in
master plans, set aside land for plants and
pipe corridors, and coordinate
underground utilities.

Municipal bodies need to be
empowered and strengthened to
introduce clear concession rules, service
standards, and long-term frameworks so
private players know how they will
recover investments.

Likewise, state electricity regulators
and DISCOMSs can consider shifting loads
from day to night as a formal
demand-side resource, link it to tariff
design, and recognise the value of
avoided peak capacity. Central agencies
can also issue standard technical
guidelines and model PPP contracts while
developers design new buildings with
ready connection points and compatible
internal piping.

GIFT City in Gujarat has already
demonstrated district cooling. Studies
here have suggested full deployment
could reduce power demand by around
6,100 MW, save about 7,850 GWh
annually, and avoid roughly 6.6 million
tonnes of CO2 emissions each year.

With effective coordination and clear
governance frameworks, Indian cities can
replicate and expand such examples,
transforming cooling from a climate
vulnerability into a cornerstone of
sustainable, resilient urban infrastructure.

Prasad Vaidya is Advisor, Indian
Institute for Human Settlements (ITHS).
Manish Dubey is Chief-Practice, ITHS.
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e District cooling is a centralised system that supplies air-

conditioning to a cluster of buildings.
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e Instead of every building running its own chillers, one large
plant makes chilled water and sends it through insulated
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underground pipes to many buildings.

B 3ARA R 39 frerd 9 & S99, T 987 "aF ST UTHt §1aT § 3R 34 sqaes
YFRTd UTg i & W ¥ &% SHRG! ab Hordl |

e With rising temperatures, longer heatwaves, and a rapidly growing urban economy, cooling
in India is shifting from a lifestyle choice to a basic need, driving up air-conditioner use in
homes and workplaces.

Fgd ATIHT, Tel gledd TR doil § Jga! et SfcaawiT & HRU HRT H BT 31
o ey ¥ SeaH) Tay STaRaHar 54 I8 2, R TR 3R s § TaR-
PSR IUANT §¢ BT 8|

e District cooling is a centralised system supplying air-conditioning to a cluster of buildings
like a shared air-conditioner for a neighbourhood or campus.
fefeae ofim te Fdtea yomedt ¢ St F3 AR & JYg & TIR-HS AT U™ HRal g,
S fordlt IR &5 1 HUY & e e TR-$H SRR |

o Inside buildings, water passes through heat exchangers, cools indoor air, then returns
warmer to the central plant for coollng again.
TRA & HiaR It gl TaHoR § BIR ToRdl §, 891 &1 381 Hal g 3R b A1eT T gl
g WA ® SIaRT 38181 diea g |

e Buildings do not need large cooling systems and simply draw cooling as a service from the
network.

wﬁﬁwmﬁwﬁmmamawwqmwm
|

e District cooling usually follows a multi-part tariff including connection charge, fixed
demand charge, and consumption charge.

feReae HichT o SMIIR IR 9§-UTT R BiaT & FORH BRI Y[, R AT e 3R
IUANT e A Bl &

Efficiency gains

qera i gfs

e District cooling plants use high-efficiency chillers and cooling towers to deliver more
coollng per unit of electricity than individual systems.

feReae Hich T I= garar IR 3R BT eTar &1 Iuah & ufd gfe fawrelt 9 sifte
BT UaH R B
e They supply chilled water at 6-7°C and receive it back at 12-14°C after absorbing heat.
¥ 6-7°C TR GST UM Aold § $iR 12-14°C TR AT YT &l g |
e Many systems use thermal storage so that 20-40% cooling is produced at night when
demand and tariffs are lower.

B3 Reh YHd W &1 ST B & dlids 20-40% P I & TR g1 Job ofd TR 3R
REHI T B

e Such systems can be twice as efficient, cutting electricity use by 30-50% and reducing peak
demand by 20-30%.
3 e SRIA &1 B Iohd ¢, o faTall SUaiT 30-50% %W 3R Wids ART 20-30% T 7 |

e | ower electricity use can reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 15-40% and cut refrigerant
volumes in buildings by up to 80%.
FY foeTcl TN ¥ FRTSH T IS 15-40% T 9 Fabdl g AR U H XfhoRe A
80% TP HH gl &l 5|

e Fewer outdoor units also help reduce the urban heat-island effect, with some districts
seeing 1-2°C temperature drop.
HH e gy Ted e-3Teds THTT HH B3 § Hae Hd! § 3R S &3 & 1-2°C d19q
fiRTae ¢ T B

o Water use in district cooling is low since chilled water circulates in a closed loop system.
feReae Hfert o Ut &1 Iudiv %H g1 § F4ifer 38T U &g sk Worel & gHdT 3|

e A 10,000-tonne capacity plant needs just over one kilolitre water during cooling tower
operation.
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Such systems can also use treated sewage or wastewater due to centralised scale and
management.

T Rew ddlerd UaeE & HRUT RN WA a1 rafie a &1 | SuahT R I&d 8

Making sense

TqHSAT

All of this connects directly to India’s National Cooling Action Plan. Using less power for
cooling and shifting part of the load to the night eases pressure on the grid, improves energy
security, and reduces risk of outages during heatwaves.
Tg U9 1Y HRd B A BT TaRH W ¥ ST ] | BierT & e wH fyereft Sught ek
IS Y I7d § RIFARA 3 | S W gaa HH g 7, Fell Y& gga & IR gieda &
faereft wedt o1 ifen gear g

Lower emissions and easier use of low/zero global warming potential refrigerants in
central plants support climate goals and Kigali commitments to phase down
hydrofluorocarbons.

HY o 3R B4 T H A/SIRY weitaa arifn g Rraa YbeRe &1 Iudi weary agay
3R fpTmTedt ufeaganai & wHeF a1 §, ST 3820 gTeSIvRI®Ia & HH $HRA1 8|
Reliable cooling supports growth of services, IT, hospitals, and data centres in dense
urban areas.

faaig e o= et &= o Jareil, smgdl, sruaTal 3R STeT dex ol g & g T |
By freeing rooftops and indoor space, district cooling helps better urban land use, aiding
climate action and smart urbanisation.

Bl 3R ST RIF DI o PP [SREIT HIeRT SgaR Je<t Y STGRT H Hag Heal § 3R
ARy HRATS a4 TTE RGANHI Bl J¢1dT Aol |

District cooling works best where cooling demand is high, dense, and predictable, suitable
for commercial districts, airports, hospitals, universities, and IT parks.

TGRS &, §aTS 313, 3reuard, fyyfemera ofv omddt urds

In India, Navi Mumbai, Hyderabad financial districts, GIFT City Ahmedabad, and parts of
Bengaluru are strong candidates.
mgymmmmmmmmwa;wmm
Rl I

For customers, cooling accounts for 30-50% electricity use in many commercial buildings,
and district cooling can cut operating costs by 20-40%.

UTED! & foIT 3 ARG Ha! H HiehT 30-50% faeTelt ST ol § 3R f$fReae Hiem
URETE ARTd 20-40% A% HH B Gl g |

Developers can save 5-10% project cost and gain 1-2% extra usable space by avoiding
separate cooling systems.

SAAUY 31erT HiehT Ried J TR 5-10% URTISTHT AT §91 Tdhd § 3R 1-2% Sffafvad
SYGRT RITH T R Gavd! & |

Utility-grade reliability often above 99.9% benefits hospitals and data centres.

EIR 99.9% & AP fFy=iiadT sRuaTal 3R STeT Hex & g avHRI i 5|

The main concern is fixed demand charge, where customers pay for reserved capacity even
if usage is low.

e el FRR |t Y[ep €, o SUanT 1 817 W ot Weh! ) SR &t & fre 1™
PRI TS &

Over-estimation or inefficient internal systems can increase bills, making proper building
design and right-sizing contracts important.

SRR T TTed SIFHM a1 31e Red f9a 9¢1 Yovd €, gfere Ifia waA feems= oik ug
gran fRrefor vgagof 31
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Economy of scale

WL 3

To move to a real network of district cooling systems, many players need to work together.
Urban authorities should demarcate district cooling zones in master plans, set aside land
for plants and pipe corridors, and coordinate underground utilities.

IrRcifas fSfeae it Riew Acadh a9 & 1T & Uell &I 91y HTH HAT SN I8t
RGO &1 AReR W@ & f$Rede Hicht 9 fafed = aife, Tt iR urgu 1RSSR &
fore uffy SRferd =1 T quT YT 3Tl &1 - BT AU

Municipal bodies need to be empowered and strengthened to introduce clear concession
rules, service standards, and long-term frameworks so private players know how they will
recover investments.

TR el & e R Hored far 91 =Rt arfe Ty farae fFraw, Jar aFe iR
Srde1fere g ] 81 T, o st o &t fawr axe &1 1R 8l

State electricity regulators and DISCOMs can shift loads from day to night as a formal
demand-side resource, link it to tariff design, and recognise the value of avoided peak
capacity.

Iy faerel frrame ok fEwprd foF 9§ 3a & dis -FiaRu &1 siivaiie fenis-ags
%mm%&%maﬁ%,sﬁ%%mm%@saﬁ%ﬁﬁ@%m%m
UgaH |

Central agencies can issue standard technical guidelines and model PPP contracts,
while developers design buildings with ready connection points and compatible internal

%Wwaﬁﬁwsﬁ?mppp SFFY TR} B Jhell §, STaid
STATYH HTHI H TR $aRM Uige 3R 3IHd Usiti fSoms = I&d ¢

GIFT City, Gujarat has demonstrated district cooling. Full deployment could reduce power
demand by 6,100 MW, save 7,850 GWh annually, and avoid 6.6 million tonnes CO2
emissions each year.

ToRTd o1 e R fsfae Hieht &1 Iarevur vRgd &R g1 8 | 0t faxaR ¥ 6,100 RTTETE
foTelt | & B 9ol 7, §R 9 7,850 GWh Sl dad 3R T4 6.6 fafemasT et co2
Iei § HHI B Habell ¢

With effective coordination and clear governance frameworks, Indian cities can expand
such models, transforming cooling from a climate vulnerability into sustainable and
resilient urban infrastructure.

U THaY 3R WY AR 2 & 1Y YR UER U AT HT [IR &R Jhd g AR HieT
! TAaTg SREAH I IGADY Taqd 3R TTgd e HTEET 7 Jovel ¢ |
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